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LONDON, I 
Printed for Richard Royſton , Book-ſeller E 


to His moſt Sacred MATESTY, 3 
| M DC LX LV. EN 4 


of Ireland, one of the Lords 
Majeftic's moſt Honourable Privy- _ 


Councils of His Majeſtie's Kingdoms I 


of England, Scotland and Treland, cc. 


of the Gow, 


and nigh of the moſt Noble Order 4 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


| ber is not any. Confidence that I have dexte« - 
rouſly performed this Charge, that gives” © 
me the boldneſs to preſent it to Your Grace. 
: _ done it as well as 1 could; and for the 

; my Obedience will bear me out : For I 


Az 


Dake of Ormonde, Lord Lies? 


tenant General , and General-- 
Governour ef His Majeſtic” 3 TO 
His - 


a not this task upon my ſelf, but Was in* 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
- treated to it by them wha bave power to Com- 
|. mand me. » But yet it is ery neceſſary that 
it ſaould be addreſſed toYour Grace, who pre, 
| gs Sozomen feid of Theodoſins, Certami- 
{ num Magilſter, & orationum Judex con- 
| Ricutus : Jou are appointed the great Maſter 
i of our arguings, and are moſt fit to be the 
| Judge of our Diſcourſes, efpetially when they 
| do relate and pretend to publick Influence and 
t Advantages to the Church. We all are witneſſes 
* of Your Zeal to promote true Religion, and 
| every day find You to be a great Patron to this 
| .roery poor Church, which groans under the 
| Calamities and permanent Effefts of a Warre 
| afed by Intervalls for above 4oo. years ; ſuch 
' Which the intermedial Sun-ſhines of Peace 
| could hut cory: Weakly repair. Our Churches 
" axe fall demoliſhed, much. of the Revenues ir 
| recaverably fwallowed by Sacrilege, and dige- 
F fled, by au. unavoidable impunity; Religion \ 
| infinicely divided, and' parted. into formidable 
= Seas $1 the People extremely Tonorant, and Wl- 
= ful 


" 


"Ahriigitts yg 
by inheritance ; ſuperſtitionſly I 
pa uncapable of Repro, nd Farrar 
and exery many more iMCUnVeniences, It "Ws | 

greatly neceſſary that God ſhould ſend us fuch * 
FING and be fend ws juch a Vice Roy, | 
who weds the Intereſts of Religion, and yoyns | 
them to his beart. 

For we do not look upon Tony Grace onely as _ 
a Favourer of the Charche's Temporal Intereſt, 
though even for that the Souls of the reheved = 
Clergy do daily bleſs Yon : neither are Tou our 
Patron only as the Cretans were zo Homer, 
or the Alenadz to Simonides , Philip w | 
| Theopompus, or Severus to Oppianus;*? 
but 4s Conſtantine and Theodoltus were | 
0 Chriſtians ; that 1s, defirons that true Rey 
ligion ſhould be promoted, that the 
Souls ſhould be advanced, that Truth ] 
flouriſh, and wife Priaciples ſhould be entej- - 
taind,; as the beſt Cure againſt thoſe Evils © | 
which this Nation hath too often brought up 
themſelves. In order to which excellent puy- 


44 


Sit is boped, that the, reduſtion the 
m Foy into oo = 
VE may contribute ſome very 
'S Mehtts, For beſides that the great 
| of this Miniſtery will greatly ke 74 
Order, to which (that I may uſe $. Hie- 
|  rom's words) if there be not attributed a 
| _ more then common Power and Autho- 
- rity, there will be as many Schiſms as 
{ Prieſts; Zt will alſo be 4'.means. of endearing 
| "the Perſons. of. the Prelates to their. Flocks, 
F. hen the People ſhall be convinced that there 
| 45: 0r-may. be, if they pleaſe, a perpetual. en- 
F*. .tercourſe of Bleſvings and Love betweentthem ; 
& hen God by their Holy hands refuſes not 
3.  to'give to the People the earneſt of an eternal 
$ inheritance , when by them be bleſſes ; and 
&. that the grace of our Lord Jeſus, and the 
F. Love of God, and the Communication of 
f His Spirit, is conveyed to all perſons capable of 
| the Grace,by the Condu&,and on the bands and 
= rg of their Biſhops. : 
' An 
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BY — The Epiſtle Dedicatory; "os 
And indeed not onely rvery many  fingle -. 
Perſons, but even the whole Church of Ireland. S. 
hath need of Confirmation. We have moſt of 
' 46 contended for falſe Religions and un-Chri- © 
| ftian Propoſitions : and now that by God's" ® 
Mercy and the Proſperity and Piety of His \ 
Sacred Majeſty the Church « broken from her © 
Cloud, and many are reduc'd to the true Re- ® 
ligion and righteous worſhip of God, we cans, 
not but call to mind, how the Holy Fathers 
of the Primitive Church often have declar'd 
themſelves in Councils, and by a perpetual 
Diſcipline, that ſuch perfons who are return'd 
from Sefts and Herefies into the Boſom of i} 
the Church ſhould not be re- baptiz'd, but that 
the Biſhops ſhould Impoſe hands on them in 
Confirmation. It #s true, that this was de * 
fignd to ſupply the defe& of thoſe Schiſma- ' 
tical Conventicles, who did not uſe this Holy 1 
Rite : For this Rite of Confirmation hath + 
had the fate to be opposd only by the Schiſma- 
tical and Puritan Parties:of old, the Nova-'* 
tians | 


=”. The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
' tians or Cathari, and the Donatiſts, und 
of late by the Jeſuits, and new Cathari, 
the Puricans and Presbyrerians ; the ſame 
evil ſpirit of Contradiftions keeping its courſe 
in the ſame chanel, and deſcending regularly 
amongſt men of the ſame Prinaples, But 
| therefore in the reſtitution of a man, or com- 
| pany of men, or a Church, the Holy Primi- 
* tives, in the Council of CP. Laodicea and 
| Orange, thought that to Confirm ſuch per- 
| fans was 'the moſt agreeable Diſcipline ; not 
| onely becauſe ſuch perſons did not in their 
| little and dark Aſſemblies uſe this Rite, but 
| becauſe they alwaies greatly wanted it. For it 
” 3s 4 ſure Rule in our Religion, and is of an 
- eternal truth, that they who keep nor the 
” Unity. of the Church, have not the Spi- 
| tir of God; and therefore it s moſt fit 
E ſhould receive the miniſtery of the Spirit, when 
F they return to the boſom of the Church, that 
| fo indeed they may keep the Unity of the 
| Spirit in the Bond of Peace. And there- 


fore 


[ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
fore Aﬀterius Biſhop of Amaſia compares 
C ton to the Ring with which the Fa- 
ther of the Prodigal adorn'd his returning Son; 
Datur nempe prodigo poſt ſtolam & 
annulus, nempe Symbolum intelligi- 
bilis fignaculi Spirits, And: as the Spirit 
of Gd, the Holy Dove, extended his mighty 
Wings over the Creation, and hatch'd the new- 
born World, from its ſeminal powers, to Light 
and Operation, and Life and Motion ; ſo in _ ; 
the Regeneration of the Souls of men, he gives 
a new Being, and Heat and Life, Procedure 
and PerfeFtion, Wiſedom and Strength : and ©; 
becauſe that this was miniſtred by the Biſhops 
hands in Confirmation, was ſo firmly believ 4 © 
by all the Primitive Church, therefore it be- } 


came a Law, and an Univerſal praftice m all * 


thoſe Ages, in which men defir'd to be ſavd 
by all means. The Latin Church and the Greek * 
alwgies did uſe it, and the BleſSings of it, 
Which they believ'd conſequent to it, they ex- 
preſſed in @ holy Prayer, which in the Greek 

| Eucho- 


4 The Epiſtle:Dedicatory, | 
F Euchologion they have very anciently &* con-. 
44+ 1, ftantlyuſed.* Thou,OLord, 
© 62-7. the moſt compaſſionateand. ! 
ewheſon , x45 Great King of all, graci- ' 
27s # Sorzs + ouſly impart to this per- 
6x, 21-44- ſon the ſeal of the gift of thy 
> Hema Holy, Almighty, and ado- 
ory CoiBonay frees avs - | 
axtay, oct 15 cient Greek ſaid truly and wiſe- 
-t% ogg ly, * The Father Gs recon- 
viaors 141 972- cil'd, and the Son is the Re- 
- $729”  conciler; but tothem who 
& are by Baptiſm and Repentance made 
friends of God, the Holy, Spirit is col- 
> lated as a gift. They well knew what they 
F Teceived in this Miniſtration, and therefore 
| wiſely laid bold of it, and would not let it go. 
This was anciently miniftred by Apoſtles, 
* - 4nd ever after by the Biſhops, and Religiouſly 
' receivd by Kings and greateſt Princes ; and 
T have read that S. Sylveſter confirm d Con- 


A , antinc the Emperour : and when they made 
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their children ſervants of the Haly Jeſus, and | 
Souldiers under bis banner, and Bonds-men of 
his Inſtitution, then they ſent them to the Bi- © 
to be Confirmd ; who did it ſometimes by 
fuch Ceremonies, that the ſolemnity of the Mi- . 
mſper might with greateſt Religion addi 
im to the ſervice of their Great Lord, We; |. 
reade in Adrovaldus, that Charles Martel, © 
entring into a League with Biſhop yy. ,jirvcutis 
Luitprandus, ſent his Son Pepin S. Benedift. 
to him, ut, more Chriſtiano- |*-<1-14 ? 
rum fidelium, capillum cjus primus at- | !! 
ronderet, ac Pater illi Spiritualis exifte- =: 
ret, that he might, after the manner of Chri- | 
ſtians, firſt cnt bis hair, (in token of ſervice 4 
70 Chriſt) -and (in Confirming bim] be ſhould © -! 
be bis Spiritual Father. And. fomething like” © 
this we find concerning William Earl of *: 
Warren and Surrey, who when be had De- 4 
dicated the Church of S. Pancratius. and the 
Priory of Lewes, receiv'd Confirmation, and 
gave ſeizure per capillos capitis mei ( ſales * 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


be in the Charter) '& fratris mei Radul- 
phi de Warrena, quos abſcidir-cum cul. 
rello de capitibus noſtris Henricus Epi- 
ſcopus Wintonienſts.; by the hairs of my 
bead and of my Brother's, which Henry Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter cut off before the Altar + 
meaning (according to the ancient Cuſtom) 
in Confirmation, when they by that Solemnity 
addifted themſelves to the free Servitude of the 
Lord Jelus. The Ceremony is obſolete and 
chang'd, but the Myſtery can never. And-in- 


© deed that is one of the advantages in which 


we can rejoyce concerning the miniſtration 

this Rite in the Church of England and Ire- 
land ; That whereas it was ſometimes 'clow> 
ded, ſometimes hindered, and ſometimes burt, 
by the appendage of needleſs -and uſeleſs Cere- 
monies ; it is now reducd to the Primitive 
and firſt Simplicity amongft 4, and the ex- 
ereſcencies us d in the Church of Rome are 
wholly par d away, and by holy Prayers and the 
Apoſtolical Ceremony of Impofition of I 
: y ops 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatary. 3 
ſhops bauds it is warthily and 2ealouſly ad- © 


Tl miniftred. The Latins us'd to ſend Chriſm to 


the Greeks, When they bad uſurped fome quriſ- 
dition over them, and the Pope's Chaplains - 
went with 4 quantity of it to C P. where the 
Ruſlians uſually met them for it ; for that 
was then the Ceremony of this Miniſtration « 
But when the Latins demanded fourſcore © 
pawnds of Gold befides other gifts, they went 
away, and chang'd their Cuſtom, rather they 


pay an unlawful and ungodly Tribute. Non 


quzrimus veſtra, = vos; We require © 
nothing but leave to mpart God's bleſSings ' 
with pure Intentions and a Spiritual Mmniſtery. 
And as the Biſoege of our Churches receive uo- ; 
thing - from the People for the Miniſtration of |} 
this Rite, Jo they deſire nothing but Love 
and juſt Obedience in Spiritual and Ecclefiaſti- 


cal duties ; and we offer our Flocks Spiritual 


things without mixture of Temporal advan» 
tages from them ; ve miniſter the Rituals of 
the Goſpel without the Inventions of Men, Re» | 


kf The Epiſtle Dbllcarory, 
1 | Tigion Without Superſtition, and onely deſrre to 

be beliey'd in ſuch things, Which we prove 
\ fon. Scripture expounded by the Catholick 
Prafice of the Church of God. 

; * Concerning the SubjeFt of this Diſcourſe, 
, theRite of Confirmation, it were eafie to 

y! recount many great and glorious expreſsions 

l "Which we find in the Sermons of the Fibly Fa- 

b| hers of the Primitive Ages: ſo certain it is, 
"that in this thing we ought to be zealous, as 
dere defirous to perſuade our People to give 
? &6 leave to doe them: great good. But the 

| ing Pages will doe it, I hope, competent- 

4 Tos: we hal remark, that when they had 

& gotten a cuſtom anciently, that in caſes of ne- 
| ef ity they did permit Deacons and Lay-men 
© ſometimes to Baptizz, yet they never did con- 

» 

| fide in it much; but with much caution and 

f "envioſity commanded that ſuch perſons ſhould, 

| Then that Neceſſity was over, be carried to 

| the Biſhop to- be Confirmid,. ſo to Juppy all 
" fpecedemt defefis ues to the paſt py - 
W4 4 et ” 


vS a 
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ger. ;.:46, appears in the Council of. Eliberis, 
k And the Ancients -had ſo great eftimate and ves 

neration'to'\ this Holy Ri, that as in He- © 
raldry they diſtinguiſh the ſame thing by ſe- 


k 
0 | werat names, When they relate to. Perſons of 1 
: 


greater. Eminency, and they blazon the Arms * 

of the Genery -by Metalls, of the Nobility by 
> | precious Stones, but of Kings' and Princes by 
* = Planets : ſo when they would fignifie the Ur 
' | #tion Which was ud in Confirmation, they | 
' | gave it a ſpecial word, and of more diſtin tion 
| and remark; and therefore the Oil us in | 
| Baptiſm they call d C\cyor 5 but that of Confir: 
mation was wegr % xeon and they wha + 
ſpake properly kept this difference of words, 
wntil by incaution and ignorant Careleſneſs the 
names fell into confuſion, and the thing inte 
diſuſe and diſ-reſþe&. But it is no (mall addi: 
tion to the Fionour of this Miniſtration, that 
fome wiſe and good men have piouſly believed, 
that when Baptizd Chriſtians are Cyr | 

a 
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merges bleſs'd Amis mr egetareds 
4 Feciel cog Gmardian vs appointed 
" ro their Souls om the aſſaults of the 
Spirits of darkneſs. Concerning Which, thongh 
£ 7 ſhall rot ve e wnne Onin opinion, yet this 
T ſay, that the Piety of that ppefition is not 
 4-roper to the intention. of this Rite © for 
ce by this the Eloly Spirit of Gui (the Fa- 
ther of Spirits) is given, "it is not tinrtaſona- 
| by thought by them, that the other yood Spi- 
IJ rits of God; the Angels ' who art miniſtrin 
| 7, ſent forth to miniſter roche go 
of them that ſhall be Heirs of Aubvicin, 
? Proud pay' their kind offices in flbordlination 
” to their Prince and Fountain; that"the firſ 
in every kind might be the meaſure of all t 
, eſt. - But there are greater and ſtranger 
* things then this that God does for the Souls ;of 
bis Servants, and' for the honour of the Mini 
| s which bimfelf bath appointed. © | 
We ſpall mely adde'" that this was ancient, 


; ad lou fore Popery entred into the World. 
and 


-- TT 


TIT o& I % A," 


the Op 


the bes, l and TY 
fo the prpegeting thr ſe Reliiav uſe 


The Epiſils Dedicxary; 
and that. this Rees bach, beow- more dbus d | by. 
Cr ers en ; «nd. to this dey: 
tbe Bigws of the Roman Church axe the greas. 
tot Li to-it ; and. from them the Pre(< 
byterians. \ But - beſides that the. Church of. 
England and Ireland does religiouſly rebains. 
it, and. hath eppoited 4 folenm Officer for the 
& z; the Lutheran aud; Bohemian 
_ - Fr gre it garefally, nd: it 19.76: 


nt Caf TTY | 


| Anil nawp,, may: 5 pleaſe: Jonr- Grace to give 
me: leave. te:implore Jour Aid ind Comntenance. 


4 l -FFERL: | 
mens of: Union of bearte, aud will rrove-an ef 
felivve! Deletery ca Suhifen, endearment 
tathe other parts of. ehipion:: #*:6 the cans 
hommationr. of Baptiſm, and & 46 | 
ESRI it :16 ther Fires from- O98 © 
4 2  bigh, | 


high, and the Pry a oNr Spiritual: Ado 

- But. there will: be no'\need to uſe (mii 

; arguments to enflame your Zeal in'this affair, 
| When Vour'Grace'ſhall find," that td'promote' 
it will be" a: yreat Service\ to Ge ; for this 
alone will conclude Your Grace, who-aje _ 
dy, by Laws'\and Executions, FI 

by Example, to promote the "Religion FOrſ, 
a8 it is taught in theſe Chu#chss. 1 am norcon- 
| fident' enough” to defire\\ Tour, Grace; \ fop"'rhe' 
Z mo this Diſcourſe; to\lay -afide' any one: 
* bour of our greater Employments, which'con- 
* fume ſo much of Your Puats ons But: 
TI fay that "the Subjef&i3 greatly \'wiy 

C erat. Nt Jorg inrer: er 
habui, cui: majorem follicitudingmipre-! 
ſtare deberem. - Aud 'for' che: Book it: ſelf, 
Dean onely ſay: what Secundys did'td the wiſe 
Lupercus, Quoties.ad cas ge | 
tium delicizſque: reſpicio;: intelli | 
bis: commendationem\cx-ipla' —_— 
"LAKE: c-libri pellicles: I can commend be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe it is little, and ſo not every troubleſome. 
And if it could have been written according to 
the worthineſs of the Thing treated in it, it 
would deſerve ſo great a Patronage : but be- 
cauſe it 1s not, it will therefore greatly need 
it ; but it can hope for it on no other account, 
but becauſe it is laid at the feet of a Princely 

>, Perſon, who is Great and Good, and one who © 
- i 20t onely is bound by Duty, but by Choice hath ._ 
e | obliged Himſelf to doe advantages to any wor- 

thy Inflrument of Religion. But I have de- 
tain d Your Grace ſo long in my Addreſs, that ©; 
Your Pardon will be all the Favour which |; 
ought to be hop'd for by - 


=TCEESTSC 
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Your Grace's moſt Humble 


and Obliged Servant, 


Fer. Danenfi. | 
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=2EXT tothe Incarnation 
>| of the Son of God, and the 
& : whole Oeconomy of our 
Redemption wrought by 
him in an admirable order 
and Conjugation. of glorious Mercies, 
the greateſt thing that ever God did to 
the Worldis the giving to us the Holy 
Ghoſt: and. poſſibly this is the Con- 
ſummation and Perte&ion of the: other, 
For in the work of Redemption Chriſt 
indeed made a new World; we are 

| B wholly 


7" a_ 


A Diſcourſe 
wholly a new Creation, and we muſt 
be ſo: and therefore when S, Fohn be- 
gan the Narrative of the Goſpel, he be- 
gan in a manner and ſtyle very like to 
Moſes in his Hiſtory of the firſt Crea- 
tion ; In the beginning was the Word, 
&c, All things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made 
that was made, But as in the Creation 
the Matter was firſt : there were indeed 
Heavens and Earth and Waters; but 
all this was rude and without form, till 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters : Soit is in the new Cre- 
ation, We are a new Mals, redeem'd 
with the bloud of Chriſt, reſcued from. 
an evil portion, and made Candidates of 
Heaven and Immortality ; but we are 
but an Embryo in the regeneration, un- 
til che Spirit of God enlivens -us and 
. © moves again upon the waters : and then 
' every ſubſequent motion and, operation 
is from the Spirit of God, We cannot 
ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt, By him we live, in him we | 
walk, by his aids we pray, by his:ema- 
tions we. defire: we breath, and- b 
| all 
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and groanby him: he he/ps us in all our 
El infrmitics, and he gives us all out 


ftrengrths'; he reveals myſteries ro us, 
and reaches us all our duties ; he ftirs us 
wp ro holy deſires, and he actuares thoſe 
defires; he:makes ws to will and to dod 
of his good pleaſare. 
Y the Fer God is chat: in our 
Spiricual life thar a Man's Sout is in his 
Natural : withour it we are but a dead 


and liveleſs trunk, But then, as a Man's 


Soul in proportion to the ſeveral Ope- 
rations f Life obrains ſeveral abut 
tives, it is Vegetative, and Nutritive, 
Senſitive, and IntelleQive, according as 
I Sois the Spirit of God, He 
1s the Spirit of Regewer #107 in Baptifm, 


of Renovation in Repetttance , the Spirit 


of Zove,and rhe Spirit of holy Peay ; the 
Searcher of the hearts, and the Spirit of 
Diſcerning , the Spirit of Wiſdom, and 
the Spiri _ In one myftery he 
Mlumaares, and in andther he feeds us : 
he begins'in one; and finiſhes and per- 


 fetsin anorher, It is the ame Spiri 


W divers Operations, For He ts 
de ord ent e's afey 
B 2 thing 
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| thing elſe that is the Principle of Good 
unto us; he is the Beginning, and the 
Progreſſion , -the Conſummation and 
Perfection of us all : and yet every work 
of his is perfe& in its kind, and'in order 
to his own deſignation, and: from the 
beginning to the end is Perfection all the 
ew 4 Juſtifying and Sancifying Grace 
is the proper entitative Product 1n all, 
but it hath divers appellatives:and con- 
notations in the ſeveral rites: and yet 


even then alſo, becauſe of the identity of 


the Principle, the ſimilitude and general 


conſonancy in the Effect, the ſame appel- 


lative is given, and the ſame effet impu- 
ted to more then one; and yet none of 
them can be omitted, when the great 
Maſter of the Family hath bleſſed ir, and 
given it inſtitution, Thus $,D-onys calls 
Baptiſm 7 icegy * Seoqurias mAgiwa, 
the perfettion of the Divine birth; and 
yet the baptized perſon muſt receive 
other myſteries which are more ſignally 
perteive : 1 78 pups ypims TrAZiamn' 
Confirmation is yet more perfedFive,and 
is properly the perfettion of Baptiſm. 

., By Baptiſm: we are Heirs, and ; are 
exit: « & adopted 


p 
4 


of Confirmation. 

adopred to- the inhericance of Sons, ad- 
mitted tothe Covenant of Repentance, 
and engag'd 'to live a good Life, yet 
this. is-but the ſolemnity of the Cove- 
nant, -which'muſt paſs into after-acts by 
other influences of the ſame Divine prin- 
ciple, Until we receive the ſpirit of 06- 
ſegnation or Confirmation, we are but 
babes un Chriſt in the meaneſt ſenſe, In- 
fants that can doe nothing, that cannor 
ſpeak, that cannot reſiſt any violence; 
expos'd to every rudeneſs, and periſhing 
by every Temptation, rg 

But therefore as-God ar firſt appointed 


us a_miniſtery of 4 »ew birth ; ſo-alſo! 


hath -he given to his Church the conſe- 
quent Miniſtery of 4 new ſtrength, The 
Spirit-mov'd a little upon the watersof 
2evije, and gave us the Principles: of 

ite 3) but in Confirmation he makes us 
able to move our ſelves, In the firſt he: 
is the Spirit, of Life , butin this he is the 
Spiritiof Strength and Motion, Baptiſma! 
eft nativitas, Unguentum vero eft nobis 


. aftionts/ inſtar & miotiis, ſaid Cabaſulas. 


In Baptiſm we are intitled to the inheri- 
tance :-.but becauſe we are in,our Intancy 
A $3 and 
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and minority, the Father gives unto his 
Sons a Tutor, a Guardian and a Teacher 


Pe Divin. if Confirmation, aid Rupertia + that as 
ficel.5. we ate baptized into the Death and Re- 


furretionof Chriſt, fo in Confirmation 
we may be renewed in the Inner man, 
and: ftrengthined in all our Holy vows 
rnd pn by che Holy Ghoſt mini- 

according to God's Ordinance, | 

The Holy Rite of Confirmation is a 
Divine Ordnanto, and it produces Di- 
vine Effects, and is miniſtred by Divine 
Perſons, that is, by thoſe whotn God 
hath fanctified and-ſeparared-to this mi- 
mtracibn, - Ae firft, all that were baptiz'd 
were alfdconfiwni'de and everfince, -all 
pol people: \thar: have underſtood it 
have been very zealous for it; and rime 
ginnings of the Reformation,when Con- 
_ _——— _ leſs a_ mini- 
10r aboutint years, when thepeople - 
had. their firſt 4 romeo of -it - | 
ſor'd, they ran to'tt in ſo. prens numbers, 
that Churches and Church-yards would 
not hokt them;- inforuch thay -T have 
read * thac, the Biſhop -of coy = 

=; rc 


fa () hs : g ”—_ "Pp "1 Fe IE "5 P F : 
x ps tr 8 Sat APY . "I 44 To. Ne 3 FE 3 8 Ws ht - 0 
” 8 5 , % 
k s . - +* 
» _ - 
» - 
» 
S - 


_—_ @a*-. 
Ln 
7 &@ 


he Q.. 


v.57 Ad on - 


1 


forc'd to impoſe hands on the people in 
che Fields, and was fo opprefled with 
multitudes, that he had almoft been trode 
$0 death'by the people,and had died with 
the chrotig, if he had not been reſcued 
by the Civil Power, 

But men havetoo much negleQed all 


the miniſeries of Grace, and this moſt 


eſpecially,and have not given themſelves 
to a right tnerRanding of it, and ſo neg- 
keded tt yer more, -But becauſe che 
| which theſe parts of the Chri- 

an Church have ge for wane of 
it is very great, (as will appear by enu- 
hs & the many and great Bleflings 
conſequent to it) I amnot without hope 
that it may be 2 ſervice acceprable to - 
Gad, and an uſeful miniftery co the Souls 
of my Charges, if by inſtructing 'them 
that know nor, and exhorcing them thar 
know, I fetforward the practice of chis 


Holy Rite, and give reaſons _ the 
0 delire it, 


* ought ro love itand to 
bow cle are to underſtand and pra- 
Riſer, and conſequently, with what du- 
fious affeions they are to relate to 
thoſe perſons whom God hath in ſo os 
B 4 Ca 


l A. Diſcourſe” -\-j 
cial.and fignal manner made. to be, for ll £ 
their good and eternal benefit, the;Mini- Wt 
ſers of the Spirit and Salvation, -/zj- - -; 

S.Bernard,inthe'Life of $. Malachias, 
my Predeceffor in the See of Down.and Ml - 
Conner, reports that it was the:care of 
that good Prelate to rezew the rite of 
Confirmation in his Dioceſe,' where it 
had been long negle&ed and gone into 
deſuetude, Ir being roo much our caſe 
in 7relaxd, I find the- ſame necefhity, and 
am oblig'd to the ſame procedure, for 

the ſame reaſon, and in- putſuancef fo 

Cap.9.D: excellent an -example:: Hoc,enimeſt E-. 

+<4-pai vangelizare Chriſtum, ({aid* $, Auſtin) 

non tantiunm docere que ſunt dicenda de 
Chriſto, ſed etiam. que- obſeruanas. ti 
qui accedit ad compazem 'corporis Chri> 
#4, ;For this is to preach the.Goſpel, not 
only eo teach thoſe things which are'to be 
ſaid of Chriſt; but-thoſealſowluchare ro 
be obſerved /by.every one who; deſires: 
to be confedexated into the Society. of the 
Body of Chriſt; which- is. bis Church: 
that-is, not only'the doGrines. of good 
Life, but the. Myſteries of Godlinels, 
and the Rituals of Religion, which ad 

| A  xrom 
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on E from a Divine fountain, are to be declar'd 
i- Ef by him who would: fully preach the 
a Golpgpionis 3! obs, 

"; In-grder to which performance I ſhall 
d I declare, 


f I, The Divine Original, Warranty 
f MW and- Inſtitution of the., Holy Rite of 
0 '24/(That: this Rite was to be aperpe= 
e  tualandnever-ceafing Miniftration, 
1 3. That it wasactually continued and 
r i practiſed: by all the ſucceeding, Ages, of 
> & che pureſt and Primitiye Churches,  . 
. 45; hat this Rite-was appropriate.to 
) B the Miniſtery of Biſhops, »- ', ,; , 
= - 5; That Prayer and Impoſition of the 
Biſhop's hands did. make the whole: Ri- 
Fr ; on though other things were ad- 
ad, Yet they Were not RECEHArY, or an 
chan of the Inſtitution, uh? p 
-6, Thar many great Graces and Bleſ- 
ſings were conſequent to the worthy re- 
ception-and due miniſtration of it,... 
' -7, Ifhall adde ſomething of the man- 
ner; of Preparation, tot, and Reception 


of it, Ft} 3 Ys 
wilt cf SECT, 
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SECT, I. ; 

Of the Divine Original, Warranty and 

Inftitution of the Holy _ of 
Confirmation. 


N the Church of Rome they have 
F determin'd Confirmation t0 be a Sa- 


-O— ropris mominis, propet| 
" Gd yet their Dodtors fave, ; 
wk — them at leaft, been pavls in; 

ores, a little unequal "and unjuſt ro. is 

_ poſition, infonmach that from thetn- 

we have had the greateſt oppoli- 

__ tion in this Article; 86n4cina and; Hen- 
gu. unic, 71ques allow thepropofirion, but make 
- pux#,;. the- Sacrament to- be- ſo unneceflary., 
; chat a little excuſe may juſtifie che omil- 
| 2+.Lib,, fionand almoſt negleQof it, And Loe- 
Pe ſacram, melts and Daniel 4 Feſw, and generally 

| — Jeftits have, ro he ſome 
ends of their own Family and Order, 

oY wp it almoſt into contetnpr, that 

map + as unneceſſary, they 

Pipe all the' miniſteries Eccleſiaſtr- 
cal in England without the aſſiſtance 6f 
Biſhops their S#perionrs, whoin they 


there- 


4 
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therefore love not, becauſe they are ſo, 


Bur che Theological | Faculty of Paris 
have condemn'd. their Dodrine as teme- 
ratios andqfavouring of Herefie, and in 
the lacer-Schools haye approv 'd rather 
the DoRrine of Gamachewsr; Btins, Kel- 
hiſen, and Bellarmine, who indeed do 
follow the Do&rine of the moſt Eminent 
perſons/in-the Ancient School, Richard 
of Armagh, Scotms, Hugo Cavalli, and 
Gerſojs t e Learned Chancellor of Paris, 
who- flow wing the Old Roman order, 
pn wen Albinzs, do all reach 
Confirmation to be of great and pious 
Uſe, of: Divine Original, and ro many 
papa neceſſary, according rotheDo- 
of the Scriptures and the Primi- 

ive Chuzch, 

Whether Confirmation be a Sacra- 
ment or no, is of no-uſe to difpute ; 
and-if it'be diſputed, ir can never be 
prov'd/to be ſoas Bzpriſm and the Lord's 
Supper, that is, av 'gewerally neceſſary to 
Sabvitrey : but though it be no Sacra- 
ment,-it _ _ mo it 1s = of 
very e an $: and as 4 
Man Ter the teſs tied tq Repen- 
tance, 
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tance, though it be no- Sacrament; {6 
neither is he ever the.leſs oblig'd to xe: 
ceive Confirmation, thoughit be: (as it 
ought) acknowledg'd: to be.of. an;Uſe 
and Nature inferiour”to'the two! Sactra- 
ments of Divine; .dire& and 'immediare- 
inſticucion, *It is certain that-the: Fathers 
in a large Symbolical and general ſenſe 
call it a Sacrament, but mean:nor- the 
fame thing by that word when chey.ap- 
ply. it.to Confimation, as they dowhen 
they apply it to. Baptiſm andthe Lord's 
Supper, That it.is an excelleng and Di- 
vine, Ordinance /to. purpoſes; Spiritual, 


that.it comes from God and miniſters in 
our way to God, thar is all we are. con- 
cern'd to inquire. after: and:this I ſhall 
endeavour to prove not only againſt the . 
Feſutts, but againſt all © opponents of 


what fide ſoever. 


My Firſt Argument. from Scripture is 
what I leam from, Optatus and $, Cyril. 
optatus writing againſt the Donatiſts 


hath theſe words: Chrif deſcended in- 
f 


to the water not that in bim, who is God, 
Was any thing that could be made cleaner, 
but that the water was ta precede the fu- 

| ; Bare 
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of Confirmation. 

ture Union, for the initiating and or- 
dainine and fulfilling the myſteries of 
Baptiſm. He was waſh d, when he was in 
therhands of John, then followed the or- 
der +4 the myſrery, and the Father fi- 
iſh d what the Son did ask, and what the 
Holy Ghoſt declar'd + The Heavens were 
open'd, God the Father anointed him, 
the Spiritual Uniton preſently deſcended 
in the' likeneſs of a Dove, and ſate upon 
his head; "and was ſpred all over him, 
and- he was called the Chrift, when he 
was the-anvinted of the Father, To whom 
alſo, left Impoſition of hands ſhould ſeem 
to be wanting, the voice of God was heard 
from the ch 

in whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear ye him. 
That _ "—_ fates is this ; thar 
upon and in Chriſt's perſon, Baptiſt 
Confirmation and Ordiadtion _— on. 
ſecrated 'and firſt appointed, -He was 
Baptized by S. Fohn;, he was Con- 
firm'd by the Holy Spirit, and anoin- 
ed with Spiritual Unction in order to 


o 


that/great work of obedience to his Fa- 


ther's:will:, arid he was Conſecrated b 
the voice:of God-from Heaven, In 
09s things 


0ud, [ying, This is my Son . 


13 


oY 
things Cluiſt is che Head, andeke Firdk 
fruies: DEE ron 
Grace and the gan Hola a 
ace, the great 
Oecconomy of the Church, For Chr 
"_ oY panitentie debitor :\ "Bops 
epentance: was not neceſſary ro 
him, who never finn'd , but © it became 
him to tulfill all righteonſne(, and to be 
a Pattern to us all, pa} of 
theſe things, though he had got'; and 
in the ſame way in which Salvation '\was 
wrought by him for himſelf and tor us 
3. all, in the fame way he intended* we 


| thould walk, Meww Baptized becanle 
baptized berzaſ Cinift hath appoineal 
aptiz e appoint 
it, and we have need of it too, He-was 
Conſecrated to be the pow Prophet and 


the great Pneſt, becauſe #o may takes on 
him this honour. but he that was valted 
of God, as was Aaron andall they who 
are to miniſter in his Prophertical office 
under him muſt be conſecrared and fo- 
lemnly fer apart for that miniftration,and 
after his glorious example, Hewas 'A- 
nointed with a Spiritual Unction: _ 

above 


Py 


of Confirmation. 

| above «fter his Baptiſm ; for after Fe- 
ſus was baptized, he aſcended up from 
the waters, and then the Holy Ghoſt de- 
nde him, It is true, he receiv'd 
the Fulneſs of the Spirit, butwe receive 

him by meaſure z but of his-fulnefs we 
all receive, grace for grace: thats, all” 

that he receiv'd in order to his great 
work, all that in kind, one for another, | 
Grace for Grace, we are to receive accor- _ 
ding to Qur meaſures and our necefficies, y 
And as all theſe he receiv'd by external | 
miniſtrations; ſo muſt we : God the Fa- 
ther appointed his way, and he, by his 
Example firſt, hath appointed the ſame ro 
us; that we alſo may follow him in the 
regeneration, and work out our Salvation 
by the ſame Graces in the like folemni- 
ties, For if he needed them for himſelf, 
then we need, them much more, If he 
' W did not need them for himfelf, he needed 
_ them for us, and for our Example, thar 
we might follow his ſteps, who by re- 
ceiving theſe exteriour ſolemnities and 
inward Graces became the Author and 
finiſher of our Salvation, and the great 
Example of his Church, I ſhall not need 
| C9) 
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4 Diſcourſe 
to: make uſe of the" fancy of the:Mwre 
fans and: Colabarſians,” who turning al 
Myſteries into Numbers, reckoned the 
numeral letters: of -a&r5res; and-' made 
them coincident to the' « and o* but! 
they intended to ſay, that Chriſt recei- 
ving the Holy Dove after his Bapriſtr 
became all in all to us; the beginning and 
the perfection of our Salvation; here he 
was confirm'd, and receiv'd the w to his 
«, the Conſummation to his Initiation, 
the completion of his Baptiſm and 'of his 
Headſhip in the Goſpel, But that which 
T ſhall rather adde is what S, Cyril from 
hence argues, ' When he truly was. bapti- 
Sed in the River of Jordan, he aſcended 
out of the waters, and the Holy Gho 
ſubſtantially deſcended upon him, like 
reſting upen like, Andtoyou alſs in like 
manner, after ye have aſcended from the 
waters of Baptiſm,the Unition 18 given, 
which bears the. image or ſimilitude of 
him by whom Chriſt was anointed -- that 
as Chriſt after. Baptiſm and the comin 
of the Holy Spirit upon him went fort 
to battel (in the Wilderneſs) and over- 
came the adverſary;' ſo ye alſo; after 

| Holy 


of Confirmation. 
Holy Baptiſm and the myſtical Unition 
( —_—_— ) Eo hed with 
the Armour of the "Holy Spirit, are en- 
abled to ftand againſt the oppoſite Pow- 
ers, Here then is the firſt great-ground 
of our ſolemn receiving the Holy Spi- 
rit, or the Union from above after 
Baptiſm, which we underſtand and re- 
preſent by the word Confirmation; de- 
noting the principal effect of this Uni- 
on, Spiritual Strength, Chriſt, who is 
the Head of the Church, entred chis way 
upon his duty and work : and he who 
188 was the firſt of all the Church, the Head 
8 and great Example, is the meaſure of all 
MF the reſt; for we can go to Heaven no 
= bur in that way in which he wear 
before us, 

There are ſome who from this Story 
would infer the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt after Chriſt's Baptiſin: not to fig- 
nifie that. Confirmation was to be a di- 
{ ſtint Rice from Baptiſm, but a part of 
* 1t, yet ſuch a part as gives fulneſs and 
Conſummation to it, S, Hierom, Chry- 
foſtom, Enthymius and Theophylact go 
got fo far, but would have us by this to 
C under- 
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alfo, when by his Diſciples he bapriz'd 
many, did not give them the Holy 
Ghoſt, and when he commanded hs 
Apoſtles to baptize all Nations, did 
not at that time ſo much as promiſe the 
Holy Ghoſt : he was promis'd diſtinctly, 
and given by another Miniſtration, 
2, The deſcent of the Holy Spirit was 
a diſtin miniſtery from the Baptiſm: 
it was not only after Feſus aſcended 
from the waters of Baptiſm, but there 
was ſomething intervening,and by anew 
office or miniſtration: For there was 


Prayer joyn'd in the miniſtery,So S. Zuke | 

obſerves; while Feſus was praying, the'? 
Heavens were 9þen'd, and the Holy Spt- 
rtt deſcended: tor ſo Feſaww was pleas'd ? 
to confign the whole Office and Ritual | 


pet 


underſtand that the Holy Ghoſt is givetWaic 
to them that are baptized, But ReaſonMWn 
and the Context -are both againſt ir,] 
1, Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt was fiot gi-® 
ven by Fohn's Baptiſm; that was re-® 
ſerv'd to be one of Chriſt's glories ; who! 


oy 
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of Confirmation, Prayer for:invocating 


the Holy Spirit, and giving him by per-. | 


ſonal application z which as the _ J 


: of Confirmation. 
et did immediately, ſo the Biſhops doe by 
Impoſition of hands, 3. S. Auſtzn ob- 
erves that the apparition of the Holy 
ZSopirit like a Dove was the viſible or rt- 
Zual part; and the voice of God was the 
WPrord co make it to be Sacramental; ac- 
edit verbum ad elementum, & fit $4- in 4oan, 
ramentum : for ſo the miniſtration was 
not only perform'd on Chriſt, but con- 
ſign'd to the Church by' {imilitude! and 
exemplar inſtitucion, TI ſhall only adde, 
that the force of this Argument is eſta- 
bliſhed to us by more of the Fathers, 
S. Hilary upon this : place hath .theſe 
words: The Father's woice was heard, S- Bilar. 
iy that from thoſe things which were con- 7, 
= ſummated in Chriſt, we micht know 
that after the Baptiſm. of water the Holy 
Spirit from the gates of Heaven flies 
unto us: and that we are to be anointed 
with the Unition of a celeſtial elory, and 
be made the Sons of God by the adoption 
= of the voice * God, the Truth by the we- 
XZ ry effedts of things prefienr'd unto us 
| the ſumilitude of a Sacrament, So Saint In Mat- 
Chryſoſtom: 7» the beginnings always Pu , 
appears the ſenſible nu of Spirigual 
C 2 things 
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A Diſcourſe 
things "ng their ſakes who cannit re-' 
ceive the underſtanding of an incorpo- 
real nature ; that if + they be 
not fo done (that is, after the ſame wvi- 
ſfeble manner) they may be believ'd by 
thoſe things which were already done. | 

But more plain is that of —_—_ lad : 
The Lord had not need of the owe of 
the Holy Spirit, but he did all things for 
our ſakes, and himſelf is become the 
Firſt-fruits of all things which we af- 
terwards were to receive, that he might 
become the firſt-fruits among many Bre- 
thren, The conſequent is this, whichT | 
expreſs inthe words of S. Auſtin, affir- | 
ming, Chriſti in Baptiſmo columbam | 
wnitionem noſtram prefiguraſſe, The | 
Dove in Chriſt's Baptiſm did repreſent | 
and prefigure our Unction from above, | 
that is, the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt | 
upon us in the rite of Confirmation, 
Chriſt was baptized, and ſo muſt'we, 
But after Baptiſm he had a new mini- 
e reception. of the Holy 


Ghoſt: and becauſe this was done for 
our ſakes, we alſo muſt follow. that ex- 
ample, And this being done _ 
L: 2 ately | 


of Confirmation. 
ately before his entrance into the Wit- 
derneſs to be tempted of the Devil, ir 
plainly deſcribes to us the order of this 
miniſtery, and the Bleffing delign'd to 
us: After we are baptiz'd, we need to: 
be ftrengthned and confirm'd propter 
Pugnam: ſpiritualem; we are to fight 
againſt the Fleſh, the World and the 
Devil, and therefore muſt receive the 
miniſtration of the Holy Spirit of God : 
which is the deſign and proper work of 
Confirmation, For (they are the words 
of the Excellent Author of the imper- 
tet work upon -S, Matthew, imputed to 


S, Chryſoſtom) The Baptiſm of Water Homil 4. 


profits us, becauſe it waſhes away the ſins 
we have formerly committed, if we re- 
pent of them, But it does not ſandtifie 

the Soul, nor precedes the Concupiſcen- 
ces of the Heart and our evil thoughts, 
nor arives them back, nor emi our 
carnal deſires. But he therefore who is 
(only) ſo baptized, that he does not alſo 
receive the Holy Spirit, #s baptized in 
his Body, and hs rs are pardon'd ; but 
in his Mind he s« yet but a Catechumen : 
for ſo it is written, He that hath not the 
C 3 Spt- 
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4 Difenrſe 
i of Chriſt 'is none of his: | and 
therefore afterward out of hit fleſh will 
germinate worſe fins, becaufe he hath 
wot receiv'd the Holy Spirit conſervi 


him (tin his Bapti mal Grace,) but the © 
houſe of his Body is empty, wherefore || 


that wicked ſþir:t finding it ſwept with 
tht Dottrines of Faith, as with beſoms, 


enters in, and in 4 ſevenfold manner 


John Zo ©, 


awells there, Which words, beſides 
that they well explicate this myſtery, 
do alſo declare the neceflity of Conf1i- 
mation, Or receiving the Holy Ghoſt at- 
rer Baptiſm, in imitation of the" Divine 
precedent of our Bleſſed Saviour, 

2. After the Ex ople of Chriſt, my 
next Argument is from his Words (po- 
ken to Nicodemms in explication of the 
prime myſteries Evangelical ; Hnleff a 
mn be born of Watey and of the Holy 
Sprrit, he ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of God. Theſe words are the great 
Argument which the Church uſes for 
the indiſpenſable necefiity of Baptiſm ; 
and having in. chem fo grear'effort, and 
not being rightly underſtood, they have 
ſiffered many Convulſions (ſhall T call 

C theme) 
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| of Confirmation. © 
them *) or Interpretations, -Some ſerve 
their own Hypotheſis by ſaying thatWa- 
ter is the Symbol, and che Spirit 1s the 
Baptiſmal Grace : Others, that 1t is a 


 # Sia Svois, one is only meant, though 


here be. two Signatures, But others 
conclude, that Water is only neceſſary, 
bur the Spirit is ſuper-added as being at- 
terwards to ſupervene and move upon 
theſe Waters: And others yet affirm, 
that by Water is onely meant a Spiti- 
tual Ablution, or the effe&t produced by 
the Spirit ; and till they have intangled 
the words ſo that they have been made 


uſeleſs to the Chriſtian Church, and the 


meaning too many things makes no- 
thing to be underſtood, But Truth is 
caſte, intelligible and clear, and without 
objeRion, and is plainly this: | 
Unleſsa man be Baptized into Chriſt, 
and Confirmed by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, chat is, he is not perfectly ado- 
pted into the Chriſtian Religion, or fir- 
red for the Chriſtian Warfare, And-if 


this plain and natural ſenſe be admitted, 


the place is not onely eaſie and intelli- 
\ | C 4 gible, 
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24 A Diſcourſe 
ible, but conſonant to the whole De- 
| Gon of Chriſt and Analogy of the New. 
F Teſtament, 

| For, firſt, Our Bleſſed Saviour was 
Catechizing of N:codemws. and teaching / 

| him the firſt Rudiments of the Goſpel, 
and: like 3 wiſe Maſter-builder firſt lates 
the foundation, The Dodtrine of Baptiſm 

. and laying on of Hands , which after- 
wards S, Paul put into the Chriſtian 
Catechiſm, as I ſhall ſhew in the ſequel, 
Now theſe alſo are the firſt Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion taught by Chriſt 
himſelf, and things which art leaſt ro the 
Doctors might have been ſo well 
known,that ourBleſled Saviour upbraids 
the not knowing them as a. ſhame to 
Nicademus, S. Chryſoftom and Ti 9 = 
lat, Euthymius and Rupertus aftirm, 
that this Generation by Water and the 
Holy Spirit might have been under- 
ſtaod by the Old Teſtament, in which 
Nicodemys was ſo well skilled, Cer- 
. rain it is, the Doctrine of Baptiſms was 
well enough known. to the Jews, and 
the Eq pinmuois ms mevugl- 15: Oc, 
the illumination and irradiatiens of the 
Spartt 
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es Spirit of God was not new to them, 

who believed the Viſions and Dreams, 

the Daughter of a Voice, and the influ- 
as = ences from Heaven upon the Sons of the 
EZ Prophets: and therefore although Chriſt 

i intended to teach' him more then what 

'S i he had diſtin notice of, yer the things 

» & themſelves had foundation in che Law 

” and the Prophets: but although they 

a were high Myſteries,and ſcarce diſcerned ' 

5 by them who either were ignorant or 

t incurious of ſuch things; yer to the 

Chriſtians they were the very Rudi- 

7 ments of their Religion, and are beſt ex- 
pounded by obſervation of what S, Paul 
placed in che very foundation, Bur, 

2, Baptiſm is the firſt Myſtery, that 
is certain , but that this of being bor of 
the Spirit is alſo the next, is plain in the 
very order of the words: and that it does 
mean a Myſtery diſtin& from Baptiſm, 
will be eaſily aſſented to by them who 
conſider, that although Chriſt Baptized 
and made many Diſciples by the Mini- 

4 ltery of his Apoſtles, yet they who were 
ſo baptized into Chriſt's Religion did 
, Not receive this Baptiſm of the Spirit 


/\. 
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A Diſcourſe 
till after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 

[as Ba _—_ _ was not 
pe to Fobyx the Baptiſt, tor it was 
alſo of Chi and wen ur by his com- 
mand, it was common to both ; and 
therefore the Baptiſm of Water is the. 
leſs principal here, Samething diſtin& 
from it is here intended, *Now if we 
adde to theſe words, That S. Fohn tells 
of another Baptiſm ' which was Chriſt's 
peculiar, He .baptize you with. the 
Holy Ghoft and with Fire , That theſe 
words were literally verified upon the 
Apoſtles in Pentecoſt, and afterwards 
upon all the Baptized in Spiritual effet?, 
(who, beſides the Baptiſm of Water, di- 
ſtintly had the Baptiſm of the Spirit in 
Confirmation :) it will follow that of 
neceflity this muſt be the meaning and 
the verification of theſe words of our 
Bleſſed Saviour to Njcodemas, which 
muſt mean a double Baptiſm: Tranſi- 
bimus per aquam & ignem, antequam 
veniemw in refrigerium, We mult paſs 
through Water and Fire, before we en- 
ter into Reſt ; thatis, We muſt firſt be 


Baptized with Water, and then with the 
| Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, * who' fiſt deſcended in 


Fire; that is; the onely way to enter 
wto Chriſt's Kingdom'is by theſe two 
Doors of the Tabernacle.which God hath 
pitched, and not Man, firſt ” Baptiſme, 
and then by Confirmation , firſt by Wa- 
ter, and'then by the $p:r-t, ; 

The Prirnitive Church had this No- 
tion ſo fully amongſt them, that the Au- 
thor of the Apoſtclical Canfſtiturions at- 
emnbuted to S.Clement,who was S, Paul's 
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Scholar, affirms, That a man is made a s. Clem. 
perfe& Chriſtian (meaning Ricually and ©? + 


Sacramenrally, and byall exterior folem- Con/tir. 4+ 
LJL8 


nity) by the Water of Baptiſm and Con- 
firmation of the Biſhop : and from theſe 
words of Chriſt now alledged, derives 
the uſe and inſtitution of the Rite of 
Confirmation, The ſame ſenſe of theſe 
words is given to us by S, Cyprian, who 
intending to prove the inſufficiency of 


one without the other, ſayes, Tunc enim AdS.ebe- 


plent Sandtificari & eſſe Dei filii Poſſunt, num, 


ft Sacramento utroq; naſcantur cum ſcri- 

ptum ſit,” Nift quis natus fuerit ex aqua 

& Spiritu, non poteſt intrare in regnum 

Dei, Then they may be fully mn" 
| an 


8 Homil. 
in Domt- 
nic. prm. 
_ ſcenſ. 
Epiſt. 
x08, 4 
$ eleucid- 
num, 
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and become the Sons of God, if they be 
born with both the Sacraments,or Rires, 
for: it is written, Wnleſs 4 man be born 
of. Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
znto the Kingdom of God, The {ame alſo 
is the Commentary of * Euſebiss Emiſ- 
ſenus, and S.Þ Auſtin tells, That al- 
though ſome underſtand theſe words 
onely of Baptiſm, and others of the Spi- 
rit onely, viz.'in Confirmation; yet 
others: (and certainly much better) un- 
derſtand utrumque Sacramentum, both 
the Myſteries, of Confirmation as well 
as Baptiſm, © Amalarins Fortunatus 
brings this very Text to reprove them 
that neglect the Epiſcopal Tmpoſition of 
Hands: ['* Concerning them who by 
** negligence loſe the Biſhop's preſence, 
* and receive not the Impoſition of his 
* Hands, it is to be conſidered, leſt in 
** juſtice they be condemned, in which 
* they exerciſe pon negligently, be- 
* cauſe they ought to make haſte to the 
* Impoſition of Hands; becauſe Chriſt 


' ſaid, Unleſs a man be born again of Wa- 


ter and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
*rhe Kingdam of God : And as he om 
els, 


of Confirmation. 


cc this, ſo alſo.he ſaid, Unleſs your Fo 


« zeouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of 
« the fed and Phariſees, ye ow 4 
<«c enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, ] 
.-To this I foreſee two ObjeRtions 
be made, Firſt, That Chriſt did noc 


\ inſtitute Confirmation in chis =_ be- 
t 


cauſe Confirmation being for the gitt of 
the Holy Ghoſt, who was to come up- 
on none of the Apoſtles till Feſas was 
glorified, theſe words ſeem too early for 
the conſigning an Effec that was to be 
ſo long gfter, and a Rite that could not 
be practiſed till many intermedial events 
ſhould happen, So faid the Evangelift, 


The Holy Ghoſt was come upon none of Joba7.39. 


them, becauſe Feſus was not yet glori- 
fied gl intimating that this ou ﬀect 
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was to be in after-time: and it is nor 


likely that the Ceremony ſhould be or- 
dained before the Effe& ir {elf was or- 
dered and provided for.z that the Solem- 
nity ſhould be appointed before provi- 
fions were made tor the Myſtery y and 
that the outward, which was wholly for 
the inward, ſhould be inſtituted before 
the inward and principal had its abode a- 
monegſt us, | To 


I, 
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'To this I anfver, Firſt, That it is no 
anuſual thing; for Chriſt = the Sa- 
crament of his Body betore his Body-was' 
given z; the Memorial of his Death was 
inſtirnted betore his Death, 2, Con- 
firmation might here as well be.inſtiru- 
ted'as Baptiſm, and by; the ſame reaſon. 
that the Church from theſe words con- 
cludes the necefſity of one, ſhe may; alſo 
infer -che deſignation of the other, for 
the effect of Baptiſm was at char time 
no more produced then that of Confir- 
mation, Chriſt had not yer purchaſed to 
himſelf a Church, -he had not wrought 
remiſion of ſins to all that believe: on 
him. che Death of Chriſt was not yer 
paſſed, inte, which Death the Chriſtian 
Church was to be Baptized, 3. Theſe 
words are ſo an inſtitution of Confir- 
mation, as the fixth Chap, of 'S, Fohn is 
of the bleſſed Euchariſt : It was deſiena- 
tiva, not ordinativa, It _= in: defign, 


eſent command; here it was 
a; but not reducible to practice 


' ill irs. proper ſeaſon, 4, It was like 


the ers of Chriſt to S. Peter, When 


thos art converted.confirm thy Brethren, 
| Here 


| of Confirmation. 
Here the command was given, but that 
Confirmation of his Brethren was tobe 
formed in a time relative to a ſuccee- 
ding accident, 5, Ir is certain that long 
before the event and Grace was given, 
Chriſt did ſpeak of the Spirit of Confir- 
mation, that Spirit which was to deſcend 


in Pentecoſt, which all they were to: re- 
'ceive who ſhould believe on him, which 
whoſoever did receive, out of has Belly Chap.7. 


3} 


ſhould flow Rivers of Living Waters, as "3%: 


is to be read in that place of S. Fob 
now quoted, 6, This predefignation 
of the Holy Spirit of Confirmation was 
preſently tollowed by ſome little ante- 
paſt and donariola, or little givings of 
the Spirit ; for our Bleſſed Saviour gave 
the Holy Ghoſt three ſeveral times, 
Firſt, awwHeps obſcarely, and by intima- 
tion and ſecret virtue, then when he ſear 
them to heal the fick, and anoint chem 
with —_ in the Name of the Lord, is 
condly, 6x-mowews more expreſly an 

fignally after che Reſaere@ion, = ih he 


rook his leave of them, and ſaid, Recezve 


Je 'the 'Holy Ghoſt: And this was to 
give them a power of miniſtring _ 
on 


6, 
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fion of fins, and therefore related +6 
Baptiſm. and the ininiſteries of Repens 
tarice, But, Thirdly, he gave it wAeo+ 
mew more perfectly, and this was the 
Spirit of Confirmation , for he was not 
at all until now, #-w 96 lu meiug. ayor, 
ſayes the Text, The Holy Ghoſt was not 
Jet - So almoſt all the Greek Copies 
Printed and Manuſcript ; and ſo Saint 
Chryſoſtom, Athanaſius, Cyril, Ammo: 
niss in the Catena of the Greeks, Leon- 
tins, Theaphylat, Euthymins, and all the 

a By.9..d Greek Fathers reade it; fo S, * Hierom 
ow os, and S, » Auſtiz among the Latrnes, and 
rraf,22, ſome Latine Tranſlations reade it, Our 
Tranſlations reade it,7he Holy Ghoſt was 

not yet given, Was not oy aumis in then, 
as ſome few Greek Copies reade ic: but 
the meaning is alike, Confirmation was 
not yet actual, the Holy Spirit, vis, of 
Confirmation, was not yer come upon 
the Church : but ir follows not but he 
was long before promiſed, defigned and 
appointed, ſpoken 'of .and declared, 

_ The: firſt - theſe — 'had the | 
Ceremony of Chriſm or Anoiatingjoy- 

ned with # which the Church.in pro 

| CEIS 
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ceſs of time transferred-into-her uſe and 
miniſtery: | yer-it'is'/the laſt 'onely-that 


Chriſt paſſed into an Ordinance for ever , 


it is this onely which is the Sacramencal 
conſummation of our ' Regeneration in 
Chiiſt; 'for in this. the Holy Spirit is 
nor onely ovepmeicy Tap» preſent. by his 
power, but preſent 80 1uwd'\as, ws av emer 
ms ovylivouor Tx & mAivevopos,. as 
S. Gregory Nazianten exprefles it, to 
dwell :with- us; to converſe. with us, 
and ro abide for ever , 5 JEgyts 5" nes 
mvne 10 S, Paul deſcribes this Spirit 
of Confirmation, - the - Spirit which he 
hath - ages forth upon us richly or plen- 
fed 7, that is; in great meaſures, and to 
the full conſummation of the firſt myſe- 
ries. of our: Regeneration, Now becauſe 
Chriſt is the great Fountain of this/Bleſ+ 


fing tous, and he it was who ſent his'Fa- 


ther's Spirit upon che: Church, himſelf 
beſt knew. his own intentions, and the 
great Bleflings he intended co comrmu- 
nicateito bis Church, and theretore+4t 
was moſt. agreeable that from” his Ser- 
mons:we ſhould lean his purpoſes and 
his bleffing, and our duty, 'Here Chr:ft 
12325 D dech- 


33 


4 Diſc þ 
declared rem Sacraments, the ſpiritual 
Grace which he would afterwards ims 


part to his Church by exterior Miniſte IL,” 


ry, inthis in all other Graces, Myſie: WM. 
ries and 957 I; TI Nife quis, i. 
Unleſs «man be born both of Water and. 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdow of God, _ 570% SRO 
But the next Objedtion is yet more IM, 
material, 2, For if this be the meaning I. 
. of our Bleſſed Saviour, then Confirma-: 
tion is as neceſlary as Baptiſin, and with-. 


our it oidinarily no man can be ſaved, i, 


= Ho__—_ of this will anſwer a Caſe WM; 
—-ONICIENCE, CONCEFUNg nEce they. 
of Confirmation , and in ha ok degree. 
of duty and diligence we are bound to. 
take care that we receive this Holy Rite, 
I anſwer therefore, that entring into the ©; 
Kingdom of God, is being admutted into . 


the Chriſtian Church and warkre,. ro 


become Sons of God, and Souldiers of 


Fefus Chrift, And though this be the © 


fun Lie and anne te Wage | 
into Life, King's 
igh. way, and the ordinary means-'of 
alvation; yet we are to diſtinguiſh the 
6) : EXtet- | 


a 


OR 


L Cor the incernat 
+ The wf 7 quis for this, ace 
erthacalſd is che 


"” i; 1 ey "£143: be'hapnis ea. thar 
"8 i +-v6- frees enerate,he'cin. 
"W-<cmany” of irs ardinary minift:ation ; 
 Wnd be: char negledts this, when ic may be. 
” $944, 15 not indeed Regencrare'; he is:nor 
Wenewed 27 the [biric off has Ming, be- 
" Wart he 


And inthis there is: grear, bur general. 
miſtake” in the dodtrine of the Schools 
cancerning what Sacraments: 

are necefff mpg that" is, 
asneceſfary - and/ what areneceſ.- 
lars by'theneceflity of Precepr, or Di- 
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_ a leſs diligence for the obtaining of one 


Mark 16. 
16. 


4 Diſcourſe 
leſs: reaſon will excuſe from the aqua 
ſuſception of ſome then of others, and | 


will ſerve then in obtaining of another, & 
a ſupply in one is eaſter obtained theniy 
another ; yet no Sacrament hath in ita 
other neceſſity then what is made mere 
by the Divine Commandment, But the 
grace of every Sacrament, or Rite @ 
Myſtery which is of Divine ordinance 
neceſſary indiſpenſably, ſo'as withoutit 
no man an be ſav'd, And this diffe 
rence is highly remarkable in the word 
of Chriſt recorded by $, Mark, He th 
believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, 
but he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
Bapriſm itſelf, as to the external part, is 
not neceflary neceſsitate medii, or it- 
diſpenſably, but bapriſmal Faith for the 
remiſſion of fins in perſons capable, that 
indeed is neceſſary : for Chriſt does not 
ſay that the want of Baptiſm 'damns as 
the want of Faith does; and yet both 
Baptiſm and Faith are the ordinary way 
of Salvation, and: both neceſſary ; Ba- 
ptiſm,becauſe it is ſoby the Divine Com- 
manament, and Faith as a neceſſary mm 

| ($] 
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of Confirmation. 
wil of Salvation, inthe very Oeconomy and 
vil ors .of the Goſpel, Thus it is 
te in the other Sacrament ; Unleſs we 
"6 cat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
ils drank -brs blowd, we have no life in us : 
and yer God forbid tharevery man that 


1M i5not Communicated ſhould die erernal- 


& |y, But-ic means plainly, that without 
iff receiving Chriſt, as he is by God's in- 
tention intended we ſhould - receive him 
in the; Communion; we haye nolife in 
us, /Plainly thus, Withour the Internal 
Srace-we cannot live; and. the External 
miniſtery. is the uſual and. appointed 
means of ——__ to us the Inrernal: 
and therefore although without the Ex- 
ternal | it- is: pofſible- co be ſav'd; when 
it. is impoſflible to-be had ; yer with the 
wiltul negle& of it 1ve;cannor, - Thus 
therefore we are to underſtand the words 
of Chriſt declaring the neceflity. of both 
theſe Ceremonies: They areboth nece(- 
ſary, becauſe they are:the means of ſpi- 
ritual: adyantages and graces, and both 
miniſter'to the proper ends of their ap- 
pointment,| and both derive from a Di- 
vine Original: but. theritual or ceremo- 
; D 3 nial 
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John 6. 


4 Difeaurſe 
Nial part im zare-emergracies is dliſpey 
Ghios-Ion Saab is indiſpentableſ 
interns! part of Confirmation - we ſhall 
never be able to refit che Devil, but 
ſhallve taken captive by him at- his; will 
meas, the fon and oppor 
7p ok $ and therefore - its at ay 


hand to be. beſt wo) be 26 
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wee; aid the Biſhops" in 


| at Parns ? If rhere ened. obh- 


i chat [makes uſe of dit: the means: 
that feeks/ our for Ns this 
char refuſes 110 hbour; that 

them us the Merchant goes ater Gain? 
ad therefore the old 0rd0 Romiannr at - 
mohithes more firialy'; onnine pate 
vendaws eſſe ot Woe Sur apvenrum Conf 1s 0h * 
Mationi nun eetieawt, Fuis th 5h 
nepriſs tegivinms Chroptanitaiy eg; 
4 al, Dara 


Mme 
means* . heed _— Rite 6of Coft> confirm. 


firmatioa bernot neglected, beeaale' in 
thar- truc nes i ade and 
caged Wihiic andy 
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cas, No-man can cell to. what 
whar-{afferings or yourneyings'he is Obs 
lig'd-tor the procuring of this; miniſtery; 
there muſt be debrta, ſollicitudey a real 
providential zealous. care to be where 
1t-i$:t0;he had: is: the dury'-of.;every 
Chriſtian according ro-his owyn-circum- 
ſtances... but they. who. with:nov;:re- 
ive; it-unle(s: it, be brought to [their 
dootsy may- live! in {ach Place 18nd 1n 
fuch. times. whete., they dhall-becJure 
to, miſs-ic, and pay'the; price of heir. heg- 
led of 10'; great aminiſtery.. of Salya-- 
tio, :-Twr prſ$1ma: eſt jackura.\qua per 
negligentian. fit, Heisa Fool'thar loſes 
his. good bycarcleſhe6: Bur. ho-man is 
_—_ for. his, Soul, ,; but, pe dre not 
| OMits. no. opportunity. of: doing . it 
advantage ——_ udp ie hun, but 
makes and ſeeks..and contrives oppertyr 
nitics, | Sj.nox nera{citate, ſed.ineuri« & 
woluntate remanſerit:;: as:$.-Clement's 
expreſſion. is, If a,man wants! ieby.ae- 
ics it may by. the ;overflowipgs: of 
the Divine Grace þe' ſupplied $-b{trnor 
2 4 0 
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ſo if negligence or choice cauſes the omil- 


;\.Qur:- way being made plain, we 
aaphbocesd the places of nodes 
co-provethe Divine Original of Confir- 
mation;:Tt:-was a Plant of our Heavenly 
Father's planting, /it was a Branchof the 
Vine; and how it rings from the Root 
Chriſt: Fe fue: we have feen; "it" 1s yet 
more-wiſiblets it-was drefled and culti- 
vated-hy:the'Apoſtles;\ Now as ſoon as 
the Apoſtles had: receivedthe Holy. o_ 


Tit; they preached and baptized, and 


infetiour: Miniſters did- the fame; and 
S. Philip particularly' did fo at Samaria 
the Converts of which place received all 
the Fruirs; of Baptiſm'y| but Chriſtians 
though they were; they wanted a TvX@- 
«o15;;{omerhing to make them 'perfect, 
The-pcher part of the Narrative I ſhall 


{extdown in the 'words-of S, Luke + Now As 8. 


Yy I4,155 [ 


whenthe' Apoſtles which were at Jeruſa- 
lem heard:that Samaria had received the 


ord'if God, they ſent unto them Peter - 
pies ge: 


John, Who,' when they were come 
down, ayes for them" that they might 
recerve. 

1519 WAS 


the 'Holy Ghoſt : For as yet he- 


Je 


a——_ none of them, anel 
. were Baptizedin a fe, wo 
re They laid they their ond, on 


and t rene he 
ii nn _ wave uf 


affirmed by. P. ocentias ahe Buſt, 
.- S, Hierom, and-many och&as;\andinche 
v% Agtsof the Apoſtles we find another in- 
| hiya, hr nliguly expe 
2nd M ic is:M1 

of the As ed Choidt 


tharS, Pad . firſt "Baprized chem, _ 


ba Bs BC. 
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* 
- 
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then laid bis hands on chern, and they re- 


ceived the Holy Ghoſt, And theſe Te- 


Kimonies .areche-great warranty for this 
Holy Rite, Quod nonc in confirmanadis 


MNeophytis manizs Impoſtio tribuit fingu- 
lis, hos tune ey ie ; ſecnfnis 
rredentinm popule' donauit univerſis, 
id Excherizs Lagdunenſis, in his Ho- 
__ Pentecoſt: The fame -rhing that 
is dohe Row in Impoſition of hands on 
ſingle perſons,js ao-other then that which 
was'done upon all Believers in the de- 
ſcent of-cthe wa it is the ſame 


Miniſtery, and all deriving from the ſame 
Authority, - *t. 


->Confirmarion or Impoſition of hands 
for” the <ollation of che Ho! __ we 
fee was -aQually practiſed by the A- 

"preached the Goſpel to' the Gen- 
tiles's and therefore - Amalarine, ''who 
enrred hot- much. into the ſecrer of it, 
reckons this Rityal as derived from the 


Apoſtles per conſuctudinem, by Catho- 
lick prilag heh arhokh 4 is not 


—_— oken as to the whole avIrr- 
ne of Authority of it, yer he places it 
| in 


4 4 Difewe. 
and is 2a wjtneſs of oe 

Cutaich” ucceeding cuſtom - and . 
Eice of ci Church of God, - Whi ich 
allo Zenchins obſerving; though 
he followed the ſentiment of Amalarins, 
and ſeemed ro underſtand no_mare of ir, 
yet ſaies well ; 1nterim (ties he) exem- 
pla Apoſtolorum & veteris Eccleſia vel- 
: {on luris eftimari:: T wiſh that the Ex- 
ple i the Apoſtles and the Primitive 
Ch =_ were; of, more value. amongſt 
Chriſtians, 1; were very well, indeed 
they. were ſo,. but there /is more in it 
then, mere Example, Theſe examples of 
ſuch ſolemnities produttive of of 0 -_ 

tual effects are;as $.,Cyprian cals 

poſtolica M Hfherih, Ba *Aroſis wee are our 
aſters-in d have given Rules 
and Precedents for the Chucchto follow, 


all Scriptures are, for. our. infiru@ion. 
Bur. this I ſhall expreſſly prove inthe next 

Paragraph, 
ah; We have ſeen the Original from 
iſt, .the Practice and exerciſe; of. it in 


fe Apoſtles and the firſt Converts in 


Chriſtianity : that which I ſhall now re- 
mark 


of Confirmation. 

mark is, that this is eſtabliſhed and paſ- 
ſed into'a Chriſtian Do&rine, The war- 
ranty for what I ſay is the words of 


S; Paul, where the Holy Rite of Confir- Heb.6.1,2- ; 


mation, ſo called from the effe& of this 


miniſtration, and expreſſed by the Rimwal 


of it, Impoſition of Hands .,is recko- 
a a LN der Comer 6Þ- 
rats yepar Not laying azain the 
foundation of Repentance from dead 
works, and of Fait wo God, of the 
Dotrine of Baptiſms, and of laying on 
of Hands, of ReſurreFion from the 
Dead, and Eternal Fudzement, Here 
are fix Fundamental points of S, Pau/'s 
Catechiſm, which he laid as the Foun- 
dation or the beginning of the inſtiru- 
tion of | the Chriſtian Church , and a- 
mongſt theſe Impoſition of hands is 
reckoned as a part of the Foundation , 
and therefore they who deny ir, dig up 
Foundations, Now that this Dnpoe 
of hands 1s that which the Apoſtles uſed 
in confirming the Baprized, and inyoca- 
ting the Holy Ghoſt upon them,remains 
to be proved, A a ratrprige 
For it is true that 1mpoſition of hands 
Ig ſigni- 


4 Diſcourſe | 
Inn 
Sonnets bucall che Sacramenticly: of 
the Church: it ſagnifies Coafirmacian, 
Qeejnanon, Abloogen, —_—_ the ' 

ick, Blefling ſingle perſons, (as: Qhrifh 
did the Chitdces brought w- him) and 
bleſſing darriages', all theſe were ufu- 
Now the three laſt. are not pretended £0 
be any part of this Faugdarian, neigher 
Reaſon, Authority, nor: the Nature of 
the. thing ſuffer any ſuch pretenfion-: 
Tha Queſtion. then is. between the firſk 

ee 


Firſt, 4bſolutian of Penitents cannot 
he meant here, nog, onely becauſe we 
never reade that the Apoſtles. did uſe 
that Ceromasy in their Abſolutionsy but. 
becauſe the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
Foundation.ia which Baptiſm 1s, and is 
reckoned one of the principal. parts; in 


_ the Faundation, there- needed no. Ahſ- 
luriqn.bur Baptilinal, for they andiwe be- 


leving oxe- Baptifon ng 
$:ws, this he Aoonar at Car 
be at; fuſtapdin ihe Foundation, The 


other 


A Diſcourſe » 
- H_ and appottion/to-By4s 
i[nand Confirmation their'p -and 
/echagy effects : to Baptifs ois 
mination, according to'' the perperual 
ſtyle of the Churchot God, a ling: Ba- 
ptiſms Pw moor an enlightning;” and: to 
Confirmation hereckons "ating the Hea- 
venly gift, and being made" partakeys of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; by the thing ſignified 
declaring the- Sign, -and by -the myſtery 
the Rite, Upon theſe words'S;-Chryſo- 
ſtorm diſcouriing, ſaies, -* Thar all theſe 
«© zre Fundamental Articles that is, that 
« weought to Repent from dead works, 
< tobe Baptized into the Faith of Chriſt, 
« and be made worthy of the gift of the 
< Spirit, who is given by Impofitioa of 
* Hands, and we are:to be: taught the 
© myſteries of the ReſurretionandEter- 
© nal Judgement, -7his Catechiſm (ſaies 
he) 5s perfe#: ſo that if any-man have 
Faich in God, and being baptized is alſo 
I ſo taſtes the Heavenly gitr 
partakes of the Holy Ghoſt, and by 
hope of the Reſurreion taſtes 'of | the 


= Sy of the World to:come;, if he 
away from this ſtate, and turns Apo- 
31 atd 


nes and rrning up urge An. 


_ danons; he ſhallgever baibamks, he 


cath never be Baptized-again, and never 
> pars rare, God-will nor 
ovet-with him again, 
bent a Goo tive If 
he - remains - upon-;theſe - Foundations , 
though he ſins, he may be renewed uz 
pemreiny by Repontance, 1 wx 4.4 2 Re- 
luſcxatipn- of: che: Spirie,-if he have not 
wholly quenched him , bur if he renoun- 
ces thewhole Covenant, diſown andcan- 
cel.thele Foundations, he is deſperate, he 
can never be renewed: es | pueTzvoIny £0 


the Title. and. 0ectnmomy of en {gry 


This is\ che full explication ot this excel- 
lent-place; andany other waies it carinor 
reaſonably be explicated:; but therefore 
on pieee anynotice of EBB 
zcome,.no Seuſe, no Myſtery 
novrngrp: of it or drawn fromit; Tre 
theinterpoſtion, of Confirmation the 


| = >< -phang is dam oiandlyy and int- 


af which he Spot peaks. Shiner bic 
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| leqts abuands tors farh Calois's 


awitnels 


any army ſaich S; DE 


this Rne of Impoſi 


yerthis Impoſirion of 

/ Was rampis amo ug 70. *this 
was the Miniſftery of the Spirit; For {6 
we receive e when. we hear and 
obey. his word : we ear Chriſt by Faith, 
and we live by his Spirit ; and I. 
Blefied- me is"#1amonies 
x aipgTO., wminiftery 
and Bload of Chriſt. nfery ab Ie | 
Supper is appointed ritwally- th® 
Clrit's Body and Bloud-to- wy {0-18 
Confirmation ordain'd 10 give 
unto us the Spirit of God. Andebough 


by: accident and.by the: ovvchwiignds 
the Spirit it may come- to paid -thar a mrall 


does receive perfective lowe; and 
withouc MiniRevies mbaats 14 
a © mg. niitac{is nor a perfect 


Chri- 
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_ Chriſtian ex f ftatuum _ ates rione 5 


is tO: ond alone Chriſti 
an, But of this afterwards, 

I ſhall obſerve one thing more our of 
ny of 'S. Pan; 'He talls It 


Dof#rene B + and La oy 
—— + moan Got ayjer 


—_ ; boa ininifleey 4 4- 
-partof the: DH Dodetrine could 


change ot be aboliſhed; but hence alſo 
© be of - Divine nes) 
For it it: were nor, S, Paw! had been 

Lo that pros our Bleſſed Saviour re- 
have | tuaght for Doliviner the 
Commandments -; Mey, W hich becatiſe 
ir cannoc be ſuppos'd, it 'muſt follow, 
that this nmr _ CO __ 

ofition andls is 0 

Divind, The —_—_— and 
not we nes PO. | | 
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Th, Rite i Cs is a perpe- 
"tual never- Leaſing Mz miſtery. 


YE A, oy what is this tous 7It You 
long'd to' the daies of. wonder and: 
- extraordinary: The Holy Ghoſt breath'd 
upon the Apoſtles and olical men 
but-then be breath'd this laſt: recedente_ 
#ratia , receſiit diſcipline,” 'when the 
Grace departed, we had no further uſe of 
the Ceremony, In anſer to this I ſhall 
Jiaais bavoigis, By divers--particulars 
evince plainly, 'thac this Miniſtery. of 
Confirmation was not tem and re- 
lative onely to the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
but was to deſcend to the Church for 
a. This indeed is done already in the 
Sec, In which it.is clearly ma- 

ikeſted, chat Chriſt himſelf-made the 
. Baptiſm. of che Spiric to be neceſlary.to 
_ Church, He declar'd heinnar 
Baptiſm, and did particularly relate 

»- ou = deſcent of che Hi Holy Spirit upon 
the Church ar.agd after that glorious 


Pente- 


of Confirmation. $f | 
Pentecoſt; He ſanRifiedit, and contfien- 


N dedicbyhisE ; juſt as it order ts 
Baptiſm i be ned tHs pled Jordan; 

and all other waters, 10 the myſtical waſh 
ing away" of fin, viz, by tis great Ex- 
ample, and fulfilling this righreouſheſy 
_ a6, - This Dotrine the Apoſtles'firſt 
foundin their. own 'perſohs and Experi- 
ence, -ahd practiſed to ull'their Converes 
after\Bapritin by a ſolemn and external 
Ritey-and-all\ this paſſed into an-Evany 
gelical DoQrine, the\ whole myſtery be: 
ing gn nified by ithe external Ritemnthe 

_ words of the" Apoſtle, ns before' it'wi3 
Chriſt expreingeaty the'internal;{6 

tt” therei'needs 'no more ſtrength '©& 
this Argament, Burt that there maybe 
wanting no: moments to this trath; which 
the: Holy- Scripture affords, T ſhilli4 
more weight to it: Atid,” 7 +50 
7: The Perpetuicy of this Holy Rite 
appears,” becauſe this great” Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt was promiſed ro abide with 
the Charch for ever,” And when the 
Fews ' heard the Apoſtles ſpeak with 
Tonga2s' ar the firſt 'and miraculous 
deſcent of the Spirit. in Pentecoſt, to 
= E 3 take 


pond Ws od Land. +. 4 9" "oY $4 ha 7 ng - "© 


- JD = Ts 


—_— you all Ray eel this. 
grear. ng which-ye obſerve. us:tot have 
> z and;nor anely you, but 
Chiirentoo,noryour © of this 
onely, fad Nha 
fo rg ll, but-your Chile 
ar Evers For the premiſe jc t6 you 
4nd ts your: chilgron;: and teal ths are 
Le ye 
aur 44 W £-it:be* 
\Tar7 5 gi is 2 romiſes: aro» 
EO > nk bur 
toll, to all for:gver.. ;  ; ;/ + 
3. Conſider here ar the very: ry: firſt as 
there Fo A ot, 6monſof pep euniſe, & 
Gay ts ſeventy; too; {uſe the 
word, as I have premaviſhed, in'a 
large ſenſe onely, gs yrs tothe 
ſtyle of the Dhlaguge Church) boi is"2 
Rice partly Moral;-partly Samet 
the 


| of Ganſiitation. © 55. 
the firſeis Prayer, andthe: atheris Eay- 
| 48d) eXEranr nary, and 


| 1s \Solemnity. {hiould 


Toute ſuch a Solemanity;y that 
is, it is nl de Fe Clerk Riv 


ery the Ce 
Feangdhereeorkiea 
bs var mmm TEITTY 

9A. m_ ateſtedby S. way 1 rs 


(as hc." to this Myſtery, 
{4 that ye briveved, E pheſ.r, 


rombſrionie, 13. 
wf pro- 
#s; who 
mega by remerl 
was done" to themſelves by 
ner awiule before, "who * As 19. 
4 them did: Jay 6: 


t OT ,and ſo theywere 
= they techinedhe y Spi- 


| it of promiſe ; for _ the very __ 
E 4 0 
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is; tha the 


ſome other Ire of. Scripture relating 
to thpGaptonones or other RirualvofRe- 


ied ov  cherefads Corel: Ex- 
ternal Rite is not alſo incendedt 4oriithe 
Rite is:{d wholly:for the: Rs on 
the Outward or tlen ard; 
ack Oarvard God ſouſual advgs 
M - p uporths External Min rygas if 
the o __ ns would doe: + okipls 
Wo gp_—_ to negledÞ the Ex- 
— auſe the Internal. is the more 
$ aripal Fhemiftakoin this particular 
th cauſed. great-contemprt of” rhe :$2- 
craments 'an Rinnake of the: Church, 
andische groundof-:the Socinian Errors 
in theſe Queſtions, -: 314-26 
Bur 
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what 2 arr PEY "_ 
"TD ar the fifſÞ repreſencation 101 
reaſonings and authorities'# 
CE drake of 


becauſe now there are nor, that we 'will 
> clie whole Otconorm nwſt 
error ranyemrrs Sis al 


yo ; p —_— 
EE = _ 
nemmultanreverſus 


prune litatio 
eft ſprriows, 8c, WheniGvd-faw- it ne- 
;/2and che Church'pray Amo 

ſhed much, they did miraen | 
even-of- —_—_ the” ſhiric" to a dead 
Wi Inihe dies of this Apoſtles the 2, It 
Holy Spirie-did p roduce* miraculous'ef- 2 
feds, dur: ieicher' alwaies] nor at w_ 
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aGor.12, Ml mens hdres 


king 
an Infuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and that 
* — tor EVE: The moani- 

efgation the; Spit 18 arucy te xvery 


man'to profit neithall 


"ORE... _ | he-g 
race ven t 
al, there is-n0 reaſon char the Rieualmi 
IT 
| 98-prerence t15NdE gwen 
exupordinaril 
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4. Theſe extraordinary Gifes were in- 4. 
deed ar firſt neceſſixy ; In the beginnings 
alwaits appear the ſenſible viſions of 
ſpiritual things: fer their ſakes wha cau- 
vet rererve tb  enderfrind 


 qarpyreal. Alara iba 

c Natarey tot t as. 
branes ſo dane, the way be belirurd. F4 
things which were already 


als.oh mere ho meme belvs -knagy 


—_ ax-firſt by reaſon: aw ofeks 
imperfection of the ſtate of the Church, 
bus the greater Gifts were to abide for 
evet : and therefore itis obſervable that 
$.:Paul faies that the gift of Tongues is 
one oof the Jeaſt and-moſt uſeleſs things Sz 
2-mere Sign, and not ſo much as a Sign 
to Believers, but 'to Infidels and Unbe.- 
Sree 
of Propheſying or | 
which -yet, all Chriſtans know, :does. 
abide with the Church for ever, : | 
5, To 


Ry - ' on. morn © © Rune B 3s 7.5 the ' _— 


A Diſeunrſe 
"T3 _ y orditary and perpetual 


there were- extraordi- ll. 


nary. wr miraculous conlſigria- 
tions, We find great' parts of Nations 
converted at one Sermon, Three chou- 
ſand Converts came in at once” 


of S; Peter, and five thouſand atanorher 


Sermon : -and (ant 07s renner 
cured by the Prayer of the 


viſitation ofa fick Chriſtian; an _ | 


colt aneinrhbcnveGereFtlagry ad 
Bliridneſs cur'd at the Ba we mopeds [Pasl, 
and Line as was healed Palſie ar the 
ſame time he was cur'dof his Infidelity ; 


and ychus was reſtor'd to lite at the | 
Preſſing of 5. Lao And:yet that now . 
we (ee no ſuch Extraordinaries;itfollows 


not that. the Viſitation of the ſick, and 
Preaching Sermons, and — 
nitents are: not ordinary and al 
- miniſtrations : arid therefore to fanſyrhar 
invocation of 'the Holy'Spirit and Impo-, 
ſition of hands is to ceaſe whenthe extra- 


—_—_— and temporary contingencies of 


one, is too'trifling a fancy-to be 
pavin againſt ſo Sacred an Inſti- 


fution relying upori ſo:many Scriptures. - 
ing upo 6, With 
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rſons would have troubled the Church 


| mS. Auſtin's time; bur he conſidered ir. 


OE SENS 


the Donatifts, His words are 


the firſt times the Holy Spirit fell upon Trat.6, im 
the Believers, and they ſpake with TG 


Tongues which they had not learned, ac- mea. & 
tording as the Spirit gave them utte- !ib. 3- con. 


rance, They were Signs fitted for the ow _ f 
ſon, for ſothe Holy Ghoſt ought to have 

nified in all Tongues, becauſe the Go- 

el of God was to run throuzh all the Na- 
tions and Languages of the World: ſo it 
ſignified, and ſo it paſs d through, 
But 15 it therefore expetted that they up- 

on whom there is Impoſition of hands that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, that 


' they ſhould ſpeak with Tongues? or 


when we lay hands on Infants, does 
wy one of you attend to hear them 
ſpeak with Tongues? And when he 
jw that they do not ſpeak with Tongnes, 
is-any of you of ſo perverſe a heart as to 
ay, They have- not received" the Hol 
Ghoſt ; for if they had received him hey 
would ſpeak with Tongucs, as it Was dont 
87 4s 


62 A. Diſcourſe ; 
> @ rſh: Fut- $f by-theſe Miracles thert 


it not now given any teſtimony of the 
projſenceiof Stef Spirat, how doth any 


one huow that he hath recervedthe Holy 
Ghoſt ?  Interroget cor: ſuum, $5 dilight 
fratrew, manet Spiritus Deiin ills, It 
is trye,the Gift-of Tongues doth nor re« 
main, buc all the greater Gifts of the Hos 
ly Spiric remain with the Church for e« 
| ver, - Santitication-and Power, Forti- 
rudeand Hope, Faith and Love, Let 
every man {earch his Heart, and ſee if he 
belongs. to God, whether the love of 
God'be nai. ſpred in hs beart by the Sp1- 
rit of Ged: Let him fee if he be nor pa«- i 
tieatia Troubles, comforted in his Ai 
hy Are co coatels che Faich of Chriſt 
aucified,'2ealous of (500d works, Thele 
are the miracles of Grace, and the migh- 
Ro of the Spiri ; grnoos, 
ing of | | Tweſe 
them that believe < of, a ore 


| ""M 
» oh 
_ — Gann AaÞſh. ...oi<acxc.occc ca IT 


Mark 16. 
27. 


| y believe on 
the Name of the Lord 'Feſas z this is ro 
live in the Spirit, and to walk inthe 
Spirit, this woe” then ro n= 
cit to a power of Miracles pers 
d | - a re in- a nataral marter ; 
For this is from 4 ſupernumnral prin» 
caiple ro —_ 4/43 tO 2 
wernctural cud in the Diviner ſpirit 
$a man , and this being more micacu» 
lous rhen che other, it ought nor co. be 
pretended thar the diſconnnuance of ex» 
traordinary Miracles ſhoald cauſe che dif 
concinnance of an ordinary Minitration z 
and-rhis is char which 1 was to prove. 
6, To which it is-0or amis to adde 
this Obſervatioa, That 8;won Afar 


- 


ſered ro bay this power bf 


pat 


that ſhall tollow. 


m_ as oh 
that 


Wo Adi \ L 
that; he alſo ms vr on. of hank hand gh 
fa he Ol Cinch 20 
inin rc 
| Fihao frequent ar this day ; co all 
this power be-gone;, then norhing of that . 
fic can temain; if the ſubje& mater be 
removed, then the appendant crime can- | 
not abide, and there can be noiSimony, 
ſo much a as by. participation;z | and; what- 
ever is or.can be donein this kind; is no 
more of this Crime then DNrunkennefſs is 
of Adultery , .it relates to.it,.or bay = 
introdudtive. —_— ar be: yoo 
it, Bur cercainl poaee Churc Sort 
ſo-happy as to be rey fiee frqm- the 
Crime of ow be hard to-fay 
that the power((t buying of which was 
the principle: of this: @ ans therefore 
the finioaCatioke reſt) uld be remo- 
ved,. and the; houſe. ſtand. ; withoue a 
foundation, Dae yr withour the cor- 
reſpondenc, che acceflary [ withowr . che 
principal, and the accident. wichout-:the 
ſubject, This an, >—rgrrud and-there- 
7 a nr gray wn EVER 
power Y. 
_ of the Hands of fit ye 
2 Ho y 


of Confirmation. 
Holy -Gheft is miniſtred. Bur this will 
be furcher cleared in the next Sectign, 


SECT, III, 

The Holy Rite of Impoſition of Hands 
for" the giving the Holy Spirit, or 
Confirmation, was aFually con- 
tinued and praftiſed by all the ſuc- 
ceeding - Ages of the pureſt and Pri- 

"mitive Church. | 
NTExt to the plain words of Scripture, 
* the traditive Interpretation and Pra- 
Rice. of the Church of God is: the beſt 
Argument in-the World for Rituals and 
Myſtical miniſtrations z for the Tradi- 
tion is univerſal, and all the way ac- 
knowledged to be derived from Scri- 
pture, And although in Rituals the Tra- 
dition: it ſelf, if ir be univerſal and pri-. 
mitive, as this is, werealone ſufficient, 
and is ſo eſteemedin the Baptiſm of In- 
fants, in the Prieſts:conſecrating the Ho- 


Abſo- 


ly. Encharift, in publick Licurgies, in 
.Þ 


Abſolationof Penitenes, the Lord's Dey 
Communicating of Women, and t 
like; yet this Rite of Confirmation be- 
ing all that, and evidently derived from 
the practice Apoſtolical, and ſo often 
recorded in the New Teſtament, both 
in the Ricualand Myſterious party both 
in the Ceremony and Spiritual effec, is 
a point of as great Certainty as it is of Þ « 
neſs and holy deſignation, | 
A.D.110, Theophilus Antiochenns lived not | 
long after the death of S, Foby, and he 
denves the name of Chriſtian, which was 
firſt given to the Diſciples in his City, 
from chis Chriſm or ſpiritual Undtion, . 
chis Confirmarion of baptized perſons ; 
$1185; T6T v 6ireney nail Keneart, em 
Xgoplba iam tf, We are therefore 
goes pt becauſe we are anvin- 
ted with the Uniticon of God, Theſe 
words / will be beſt underſtood by rhe 
ſubſcquenc teſtimonies, by which jt will 
appear - that Confirmation (for rezſous 
bereafter mention'd) was for _ wow 
called Chrifm or Unction, Buc headdes 
the Lidefuineſs of it: For who « there 
that enters into the World, or that exters 
into 


! 


* OO wt 


into contention or Athletick combats, 
but is anointed with oil ? By which 
words he intimates the Union ancis 
ently us'd in Baptiſm, and in Coafir- 
mation both : for in the firſt we have 
our new Birth, in the ſecond we are pre- 
par'd for ſpiritual Combarte.” 


Tertullian having ſpoken of the Rites 4 7. 200. | | 
of Baptiſm, proceeds, 'Dehinc (faith he) pe pupric- 


manus imponitur, per Benedictionem 0; c.6. 


advecans & invitans Spiritum Sanctum: 
Tunc ille Santtiffimus Spiritus ſuper 
emundata & benedifta corpora libens 4 
py * [cendit, After Baptiſm the band 
is imfpos'd, by Bleſſing calling and invi- 
ting the Holy Spirit. Then that moſt 
Holy Spirit willingly deſcends from the 
Father upon the Bodies that are cleans'd 
and bleſied; that is, firſt bapriz'd, then 


confirm'd, And again; Caro fignatur, De Reſur. 


at anima muniatur. »Caro mans impoſte ©". 6414, 


tione adumbratur, ut anima Spirits ilige 
minetsr, The Fleth is conſfign'd,, or 
ſeal'd, (that alfo is one of the known pri- 
mitive words for Confirmation) that the 

Soul may be guarded or defended : and 


' the Body is averſhadowed b —_— 
4 F 2 q fition 


| #bi ſupra 
de Bapt. 


68 
fition of hands, that the Soul may 'be 


_ eel oft 
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enlightned by the Holy Ghoſt, Nay, 
further yer, it any man objects that Ba- 
ptiſm is ſufficient, he anſwers , 1# « true, 
it is ſufficient to them that are to die 
preſently ; but it is not enough for them. 
that are ſtill to live and to fight again 

their ſpiritual Enemies, For in Baptiſm 
we do not receive the Holy Ghoſt, (tor al- 
though the Apoſtles had been baprtiz'd, 
yet 7 Holy Ghoſt was come upon none 
of them untill Feſws was glonfied) ſed 
in aqua emundati, ſub Angels Spiritui 
Santto preparamnr; but being cleans'd 
by Baprtiſmal water, we are diſpos'd fot 
the Holy Spiritunder the hand of the An- 
e Church, under the Biſhop's 
hand, And a little after he expoſtulares 
the article, Nox licebit Deo in ſuo Or- 
gano fer manus ſanitas ſublimitatem 


' modulari ſpiritalew? Is it not lawtul 


for God, by an inſtrument of his own, 
under Holy hands to accord the heights 
and ſublimity of the Spiric ? 'For indeed 
this is the Divine Order : and therefore 
Tertullian reckoning the happineſs and 
excellency of the Church of Rowe at that 
time, 
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 -rime, ſaies, ſhe believes in God, ſhe ſigns Pe. Pre 
per mo clothes with ooo fees me Ly 

(viz, in Confirmation) ſhe feeds with the 

Euchariſt, ſhe exhorts to Martyrdom ; and 

againſt this order or Inſtitution ſhe -re- 

ceives n0 man, 

S.Cyprian,in his Epiſtle toFubatanss, 4.D. 50. 
having urg'd that of the Apoſtles going Epiſt.73. 
to Samaria to impoſe hands on thole 
whom $. Philip had baprized, addes ; 
| -Quod nunc quoque apud nos geritur, ut 
| quz in Eccleſia baptizantur, per prepo- 

ſitos Eccleſia efferantur, &*-per noftram 
orationem ac manis impoſitionem $pi- 
ritum $Santtum conſequantur, & ſigna- 
culo Dominico conſummentur, W hich 
cuſtom is alſo deſcended to us, that they 
who are baptiz'd'might be brought by 
the Rulers of the Church, and by our 
Prayer and the Impoſition of hands ({aid 
the Martyr-Biſhop) may obtain the Holy 
Ghoſt, and be conſummated with the 
- Lord's ſignature, And again, Wngi ne- Epit.7o. 

ceſſe eft eum qui haptizatus eſt, 8c, Et © 73 
ſuper eos qui in Eccleſia baptizati erant, 
& Beclefoafticum & legitimum Bapti- 
[mum conſecuti fuerant, oratione pro its 
| F 3 habi- 
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habits, cr manu impoſits, invecaretur & 
infunderetur Spiritus Sanctus, It is ne, 
_ that every one who is bapriz'd 
ſhould receive the Undtion, that he may 
be Clriſt's anointed one, and may have 
in him the grace of Chriſt, They who 
have receiv'd lawful and laſtical 
Baptiſm, it is nor neceflary they ſhould 
be bapaz'd again; but. that which js 


| 8g. muſt be ſupplied, vis, thar 
Proper being made for them, an [land 


impoy'd, the Holy Ghoſt be invocated 
xd pour'd upon them, 
4.0. 200. BS. Clement of Alexandria, a man of 
venerable Antiquicy and admirable Lear- 
ning, tells that a certain young man was 
Aud Eu- BY S, Fohm delivered to the care of a Bi- 
{eb.! 3. ſhop, who having baptiz'd bim, poſtes 
* T3 74. Vero ſigills Domini, tanquam * perfett4 
'- Acorgy- Tatdque ejus cuſtadis, cum obſignavit, 
| he ſealed him with the Lord's - 
ſignature (the Church-word for Confir- 
| mation) as with a fafe and perfect guard, 
A.D.216. - Origen in his ſeventh: Homjly upon 
Exckeiel, expounding certain myſtical 
words of the Prophec, ſaith, olcuw: ef 
qao vir fanitus Ungitur, olewm Chriſti, 
| Out oleum 
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dleuwms Santte Dofirine. Ciim erge alt- 
g- accepit hor oleum quo Ungitur San- 
us, id off, Scripturam ſanctam inf} :- 
tuextem 4nomode eportcat Baptizari, in 
nemine Patris, & Filii, & Spiritss 
Santhi, & Panca -commutans u#xerit 
quempion, Or quodammade dixerit, Fam 
nen es Catcchumenss, conſecntss cx la- 
viirum ſecunda gener ationts; talis homo 
&cipit oleum Dei, &c, The Uniion o 
Chrift, »f holy Doitriwe, is the Oil 
which the Holy Man is anointed , ha- 
= been inflrutted in the Scriptures, 
taught how to be Baptized; then 
changing 4 few things be ſays to him, 


' Now you are wo lenger 4 Catechumen 


now you are regenerated in Baptiſm - þ 
4 _ bn, the Unittew of yo fe 
He then is to be Confirmed, 

S au, penn mm. called the Ares- 
pazite, 1n his excellent Book of Eccle- 


taſtical Hierarchy, fpeaks moſt fully of Ps Eceſ. 
the Holy Rs af Confirmation or **: ©*: 


Chrifm, ' Having deſfcrib'd ar large the 
office and manner of Baptizing the Care- 
chumens, the trine Immerſion, the veſt- 
ing them in white Garments, he addes, 

SOR, F 4 'Then 
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Et Cap. 4+ 


© A.D. 266. 


* Lib.6. 
Hiſt, Ec- 
cleſ. c.43. 
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Then they bring them again to the Bi. 
fhop, and he-conſigns him (who had been 
ſo baptiz'd) Srwpyrwmny wwe, with 
the moſt toy +5. pas Unttion, 
and then gives him the ws 4 Holy Eus 
chariſt,” And afterwards he faies, But 
even to him who is conſecrated .in the 
moſt holy myſtery of Regeneration, # 
pups mAeomA pou the perfeitive Un- 
t#10n of Chriſm gives to him the adyent 
of the Holy Spirit, And this Rire- of 


Confirmation, then called Chriſm, from 


the Spiritual Union then effected, and 
conſign'd alſo and fignified by the Ce. 
remony of Anointing externally, which 


was then the Ceremoiy of the Church, 'N 


he calls it # igegy # Froyjuenas mAga- 
ow, the boly conſummation of aur Bapti- 


ſmal Regeneration , meaning that with- 


out this, there is ſomething wanting to 
the Baptized perſons, 


And this appears tully in rhat' famous 


cenſure of Novatus by Cornelius Biſhop 
of Rome, reported by *Euſebius, Nova- 
tus had been Baptized in his bed being 
very fick and like to die: bat when he 
recover d, he did not receive thoſe other 
things 
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of Confirmation. 
things which by the rule of the Church he 
jus to have receiv'd; neque Domint 
figillo ab Epiſcopo confignatus eft,he was 
not confign'd with the Lord's ſignature 
by the hands of the Biſhop, he was not 
Confirmed : Quo non impetrato, quo- 
modo Spiritum Santtum obtinuiſſe pu- 
tandus eft ? Which having not obrain'd, 
how can he be ſuppos'd to have receiv'd 
the Holy Spirit The ſame alſo is ſome- 


thing more fully related by Nicephorns, Lib.6.ce.z. 
"bur wholly to the ſame purpoſe, 
Melchiades, in his Epiſtle to the Bi- 4.D. 326. 


ſhops of Spain, argues excellently about 
the neceflity and uſefulneſs of the Holy 


. Rite of Confirmation, [What does the 


myſtery of Confirmation profit me after 


the myſtery of Baptiſm ? Certainly we 


did not receive all in our Baptiſm, if 
after that Lavatory we want ſomething 
of another kind. Let your charity attend, 
As the Military order requires that when 
the General enters 4 Souldier into hs 
liſt, he does not onely mark him, but 


; furniſhes him with Arms for the Battel - 


fo in him that i Baptiz d this Bleſſing 
is his Ammunition, Tou have given 


(Chriſt) 


A.D. 356. : I have already 


pons, And what will it profit himif a 


Father gives a great Eſtate to his Son, 


zf he does not take care to provide a Tas 
ror for him ? Therefore the Holy Spirit 
is the Guardian of our Regeneration in 


Chriſt, he is the Comforter, end he is 


the Defender, } 
alledged the plain Te- 
ſtimonies of optatss and-S. Cyril in the 


firſt Section, I adde to them the words 


of S. Gregory Nazianzen ſpeaking of 
Canis or the _—_ a 


Adbert. ad eq; | ents 5h: ; 
Actors. 4 tres Hoc & wiventi tibi maximum eft 


crum. 


tutamentum, Ovis enim pon ins- 
frenits eſt non facile patet infodiis , que 
vere ſienata non eft facile 4 furibus ca- 
pitur, This Signature is your greateſt 
guard while you live. For a Sheep, when 
it is mark'd with the Maſter's ſign, is not 
ſo ſoon Rollen by Thieves; bur eafily 
if ſhe be nor, The ſame manner of 
ſpeaking is alſo us'd by S, Beſil,who was 
himſelf together with Zubulus confirm'd 
by Biſhop Maxminus, Quomode curans 
geret tanquam ad ſe pertinentis Auge- 


lus? quomodo eripiat ex haſtibus, ſo 


non 
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(Chriſt) 4 Soaldier, give him-alſo Wen« 


POREIET "RO nn Os. 


” » ®. % *: > X - 


neu agnoverit fixnaculum ?f How ſhall 
the Angel know what ſheep belong un- 
co his ! howſhall he ſnatchchem 
from the Enemy, if he does not ſee their 
mark and ſignatures Theodoret alſo and 
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In c&þ.1, 
f 


Theophylatt (peak the like words: and, 44 Ephe 


ſo far as I can perceive, - theſe and the 
like ſayings are moſt made uſe of by 
che School. men to be their warranty for 
an indeleble Character imprinted in Con- 
firmation, I do not intereſt my ſelf in 
the queſtion, bur onely recite the No- 


arine of theſe Fathers in behalf of the 


-——_ and Uſetylneſs of Confirma 
I ſhall nor need to tranſcribe hither 
thoſe clear teſtimonies which are cited 
from the Epiſtles of $. Clement, Urban 
the Fiſt, Fabianus and Cornelivs , the 
{umme of them is in thoſe plaineſt words 
of Urban the Firſt : Omnes fideles per 
maniis impoaſitionem Epiſcoporum Spiri- 
tum Sanctum poſt Baptiſmum accipere 
debent , All fairhful people ought to re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit by Impoſition of 
the Biſhops hands after Baptiſm, 'Much 
more to the ſame purpoſe is to be _ 
; colle- 
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colleted by Gratian de Conſecrat diſt a, 
Presbyt, & de Conſecrat. dift.5, One 
fideles, & ibid, Spiritus Santtus, 

S. Hierom brings in a Luciferian ask; 
ing, why he that is Baptiz'd in the 
Church does not receive the HolyGhoſt, 
but by Impoſition of the Biſhop's hands, 
The anſwer is, hanc obſervationem ex 
Scripture authoritate ad Sacerdotit he: 
zorem deſcendere, This obſervation for 
the honour of the Priefthood did deſcend 
from the authority of the Scriptures, 
adding withall, it was for the preven- 
tion of Schiſms, and that the Safety of 
the Church did depend upon it, Exigis 
ubi ſcriptum eſt * 71f you ark where it is 
written, it is anſwered, in Actibus Apo- 
ſtolorum, 7t & written in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, But if there were no authority 
w; Scripture for it, totius orbis in hanc 
partem conſenſus inſtar precepti obti- 
neret, the Conſent of the whole Chriſt i- 
an World in this article ought to prevail 
45 4 Commandment. But here is atwo- 
fold Chord,Scripture and Univerſal-Tra- 
dition; or rather Scripture expounded 
by an Univerſal traditive A”. 
7 The 


'rom's Dialogue, and therefore need nor 


 cerdos ? The ſame with that of Corne- 


numerous teſtimonies of the Fathers, I 
think it may be uſeful co repreſent. char 
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The ſame obſervation is made from Scri- 


pture by S, Chryſoſtom : The words are Homil. 18. 
yery like thoſe now recited from $,Hze- '® 48. 


be repeated, | 

S. oe calls Confirmation Spiri- 1, , pe 
tale ſignaculum quod poſt fontem ſuper- sacram, 
eft, ut perfettio fiat, A ſpiritual Seal re- © *: 
maining after Baptiſm, that Perfe&ion be 
had. Oecumenizs Calls it TEAwomme, Per- 
fection, Lavacro peccata purgantur » 
Chriſmate Spiritus Sant# us ſuperfundi- 
tur ; utraque vero iſta manu 4 ore An- 
tiſtitis impetramus, ſaid Pacianus Biſhop 
of Barcinona, In Baptiſm our fins are 
cleans'd, in Confirmation the Holy Spi- 
rit is pour'd upon us; and both theſe we 
obtain by the hands and mouth of the 
Biſhop, And again, veſtre plebs unde 


Spiritks, quam non confienat unttus $4- 


In Hebr.6. 


lius in the caſe of Novatss before cited, £16.30 
I ſhall adde no more, leſt I overſer 

the Article, and maker ſuſpicious b 

too laborious a defence: only after the 


this 


Can:3;8. 


Gan, cod. © 


who have 
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this Holy Rite of Confirmation hath 
been decreed by many Councils, © 

The Council of El:beris, celebrated 
in the time of P. Sy/vefter the Firſt, de- 
creed, that whoſoever is Baptiz'd in his 
ſickneſs, if he recover, ad Epiſcepum 


| eum perducat, ut per maniis impoſitia+ 


nem perfici poſſit 5 Let him be brought 


to the Biſhop, that he may be perfected 
by the Impoſition of hands, To the 
ſame purpoſe is the 77" Can, Epiſcopus 
ecs per benedifttionem perficere debebit, 
The Biſhop muſt perte& thoſe whom 
the Miniſter Baptiz'd by his Benedi- 
ion, | 

The Council of Laodicea decreed om 
Bei TW Pwrilopures 7, & Bamlioune yer- 
ew xpiapugyl ewvenriy, x» uenxes © 
# CaoiAtias 78 Xpips* All that are 
Baprized muſt be anointed with the ce- 
leſtial Unction, and [ſo Jbe kers of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, All that are fo, 
that is, are Confirm'd , for this celeſtial 
Undtion is done by holy Prayers and 
the invocation of the Holy Spirit : fo 


£0147 4s U 


n this Canon: All fach 
is Undtion ſhall reign with 


Ctrift, 
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Clviſt, unleſs by their wickedneſs they 
preclude -their own poſſeflions, Thus 
Canon was pur into the Code of the 
Catholick Church, and makes the 152, 


The Conncl of 0rleans affirms ex- ,,.;,, 
preſly, that he who is Baptiz'd cannot be «ud Gra 
2 Chriſtian (meaning according to the _— 
uſual n_ of the Charch, a full and per- if; 5. cop. 
fect Chriſtian) zifs confirmatione Epi- jejun- 
ſeopals faerit Chriſmatss, unleſs he have 
the Linction of Epiſcopal Confirmation, 
ey when the CE _—_ diſ- 

concerning the re-baptizing of He- 
reticks, and ma. bee Pre and againſt 
it, according as the Heteſies were, and 
-all agreed thar if the firſt Baptiſm had 
been once good, it:could never be repea- 
red, yet thought ir fir that fuch 

erſons ſhould be Confirm'd by the Bi- 
how, all ſappoſing Confirmation to be 
the perfeRtion and conſhmmation of the 
leſs-perſet Bapriim,// 'Thus the firſt 
Council of A4r/es decreed concerning Ce.8- 
the 4rriaxs, that if they had been Bapti- 
zed in the Name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, they ſhould not be es 
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A Difcowſe 
zed, Manus tantum cis. imponatur, it 
accipiant Spiritum Sanituns, "that is; 
Let them be Confirm'd, let there be Im+ 
poſition of hands, that they may receive 
che Holy Ghoſt, The ſame is decreed b 
the ſecond Council of Arles in the cab 
of the 3onaſiaci, But I alſo find it ina 
greater record, in the General Council 
of Conſtantinople ; where Hereticks are 
commanded. upon-their Converſion to 
be received, [ecundam. conftitutum Of fi 
ciuw, there was an Office appointed for 
itz and itisin the Greeks Exchologion, 
figillatos, primp (cil, Unitos Unguenta 
Chriſmatis, 8c," .& ſignantes\ 805 dici- 
ons, Sigillum doni Spirits Sandi, It 
is the form of Confirmation uſed to this 
day in the Greek Church, 0+ + 

So many Fathers teſtifying the practice 


.of the Church and teaching this: Do+ 


crine, and ſo many more Fathers as were 
aſſembled in fix;Councils all giving wit- 
neſs to this haly Rite, and that i-purſy- 
ance alſo of Scripture, are too [great 'a 
Cloud of Witnefles to be deſpiſed by any 
man:that calls himſelf a Chriſtian; 
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of Confiymation. $1 | 
| SECT, IV. 
The BisHOPs Were alwaies, and 


the onely Miniſters of Confirma- 
tion. | 


i Aint Chryſoſtom asking the reaſon 97% 1» 
| why the Samaritans, who were Ba- 


'e 

of prized by Philip, could not from him - 

> 8 and by his Miniſtry receive the Holy 

r 8 Ghoſt, anſwers, Perhaps this was done 

\ | for the honour of the Apoſtles, to dif- 

r | tinguiſh che ſupereminene dignity which 

. | they bore. in the Church from all inferi- 

| owr Miniſtrations : but this anGyer not 

8 fatisfying, he addes, Hor donum non ha- 
bebat, erat enim ex Septem illis, id quod 
mares videtur dicendum, Undeqmea ſen- 
rentia,hic Philippus nas ex ſeptem erat, 
ſecundus a Co, ideo OF Baptizans 
Spiritum Santtum non dabat, neque 
enim facultatem habebat, hoc enim do- 
nun ſolorum Apoſtolorum erat, This 
Gift they had not who Baptized the $4- 
maritans, which thing is rather to be faid 
then the other : for*Phulip was one of the 
; | G. Seven, 
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Seven, and in my opinion next to S, Ste-. 
Powe therefore though he Baptized, yet. 

e gave not the Holy Ghoſt, for he '& 
ho. power ſo,to doe, for this Gift was 
proper onely to the Apoſtles, Nam vir- 
tutem quidem acceperant (Diacont) fa- 
ciend; Sizna,non autem dandi alizs Spiri- 
tum Santtums igitur hoc erat in Apo- 
folss ſingulare , unde & precipuos, & 
won alios , videmus hoc facere,, The 
Miniſters that Baptized had a power of 
doing Signs and working Miracles , but 
not of giving the Holy Spint, there- 
fore this Gift was peculiar to the Apo- 


Rles, whence it comes to paſs that we 
* 7&5 20- foe the * chiefs in the Church , and no 
$0915. other, todoe this, wt 
Capes. Ec- St, Dionys ſaies, Api _ Appiepte 


clej. Her. 5m, There is need of a Biſhop to Con- 
firm the Baptized , auUm 9 ku 4 ap- 
yaa ovine , for this was the anci- 
ent cuſtome of the Church : And this 
was wont to be done by the Biſhops, for 
conſervation of Unity in the Church of 
In Heb.s. Chriſt , ſaid S. Am roſe; A ſols Epr- 
Lu. 44, ſcopis, By Biſhops onely, ſaid S, Auſtin; 
mN.T. For the Biſhops ſucteeded in the place 
an 
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atid ordinary Fey of the peſt, aid 
$. Hicrowi, © And therefore in his Dia-' 
dy. rage the Luciferrans. it is ſaid 
dmg cereaidaier't we bongur of 
t by - tion 
revs Mir Holy Ghoſt ; thar- it 
comes fram Scripture, that it is written 
im the Adts of rhe Apoſtles, chac it is 
done far che prevention of Schilms, that 
tie airy! the Chmich depends up- - 
on ir, 
ke chem of Þ; Mindecantien FE un 
his firft Bpiflle and third Cha — nd 
publiſhedin the firſt Tome of t 
cils, are very full to this war ng dyes 
Joe weaker A Tnfantibus, manifeſts oft 
101 ab alia quan a& Epiſcope fiers li 


cere ; nam Presbyteri,Vicet flat Sacerds+ 


tes, Pentificatks tuntn aþicem new be 
bent > hes autens Pentificibui ſolis de- 
beri, ut wel conſignent, uct paracletum 
Spirition tradant, ton falnm conſuctads 
Eccleſtaſtica danenfeedt verium & ills 
lettio Aitwum Apoſtelorum, qua afferit 
Perrum, & bent efſe dire@as, quis 
Jv Baptizatis traderent Spirituas San 

G 3 Tum, 


4 Diſcourſe | 
##m, Concerning Confirmation of In- 
tanes, it is manifeſt, it.is not Lawful'to 
be done by any other oy che 'Bi- 
ſhop, tor although ' the Presbyters be 
Prieſts, yet they have not the Sunimity 
of Epiſcopacy : But that theſe _ 
are. onely due to: Biſhops, is :not -onely 
demonſtrated by *the :cuſtom of the 
Church, but by that. of the Adts of the 
Apoſtles,. where Peter/and Fohw were 
' ſent to miniſter the Holy Ghoſt to them 
* Contr. that were Baptized, * optatws proves 
mg Macarins to be'nol Biſhop, becauſe he 

was not converſant in the Epiſcopal Of- 

fice, . and Impoſed hands on.none that 

were Baptized,” Hqgc unum 4 majoribss 

fit, id |. a ſummis . Pontificibus, quod 

4..minoribus paſs non . poteſt, ſaid 


| Epiſt.ad P; Melchiades . :his (of Confirmation) 


ry #* is. onely done'by:the. greater: Miniſters, 
| that iis, 'by the Biſhops, and cannot be 
Peluit De- done. by. the lefler;: This was the con- 
"= _—_—_ ſtanc::Practice.'and:Doctrine of the P1i- 
01 contingere Baptiz ts niſi per- manus Apoſtoloriim, ut Aurhori- 
ratem reſtibus ſuis conciliarer quam naximan 3\quoed ipſum ful ad 
retinendan ys unitatem perrinebat.. Grotes. .' 
HH 


Videtur ergo. jiiſſe peculiare Apoſtol;rum munus dare Spiritum 


Saniam. Thdor, Clarius in 8. Aaum Afo/tolorum. 
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of Confirmation. 
mitive Church, and derived from the 
practice "and tradition of "the Apoltles, 


and recorded in; their Acts written by 


S.' Luke, For this.is our great Rule in 
this caſe, what they did in Rituals and 
conſigned to Poſterity is our Example 
and our warranty : we ſee it done thus, 


and by theſe men, and by no others, and. 


no otherwiſe, and we have no other au-. 
chority, and we have no reaſon to goe 
another way, The ar9pec' 59y9puer. in 
S. Luke, the xopupaio inS, Chryſoſtom, 
the epo5Þegs in Philo, and the aprobumc- 
ms, :the chief Governour in Zccleſiafts- 
cals, his Office is. -w puy 14-wgaug or avis 
BiBrou arahidaow, to teach ſuch 
things 4s are not ſet down in Books , 
their PraQtice is a Sermon, their Ex- 


ample in theſe things muſt be our Rule, 


or elſe we muſt walk irregularly, and 
baveno Rule but Chance and Humour, 
Empire and Uſurpation , and therefore 
much rather, when it is recorded in Holy 
Writ,muſt this Obſervation be eſteemed 
Sacred and inviolable, | 
But how if a _ be not tobe had, 
or not ready 2 S, Am _ * is pretended 
3 eo 


*In Eph.4- 


tq haye anſwered, eAgypium Pref. 
byters. confignant, js praſens nox ſit E- 
Fiſcapus, A Prexbyter may ,f 
the Biſhop be not preſent; and Awalar 
De Offc. rims affixms, Sylveſtrum Papam, previ: 
dentem quantum periculoſum iter arri- 
peret que ſine Confirmatione maxerct, 
quantum potuit ſubveniſſe, & propter 
abſentiam Epiſcoporam, necefiitate ad- 
didiſſe, ut « PrecbyteroUngerentar, T hat 
Pope Sylveſter, fore-ſeeing how dange:- 
rous 2 Journey he takes who abides 
without Confirmation, brought remedy 
i che abicuceof Biſhops they ſhould be 
m tne Rce ot ' thoU 
anointed by the Prieſt : and therefore it 
is by ſome ſuppoſed that fadFum valet, 
fort on debit, The thing qught not to 
done bur in the proper and appointed 
ow but when it is done, it'1s valid , 
juſt as in the caſe bigs wee by a Lay- 
manor Woman, Nay,though ſome Ca- 
nons ſay it is at#:9 7rrita, the att is null, 
—_ yet for this there is a ſa/vo pretended , 
"uy | for ſometimes an ation is ſaid to. be ir- 
il rits' m Laws which yet nevertheleſs is 
' of ſecret and permanent vale, and ought 
| | not 
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noe to be done again Thus if a Prieſt be 
promoted by Simorty, it is ſaid, Sacer- 


. . \ "IE" I H.1, 
des non oft, [ed inaniter tantum dicitur, mY 


He is but vainly called a Prieſt, for he is vil 1. @ 
no Prieſt, So Sixtws TI. ſaid, Thar if a ;; G44 2, 


| Biſhop ordain in another's Dioceſe, the ordinazee. 


Ordination is void z andin the Law itis 1,26: 
faid, That if aBiſhop be conſecrated with- clement. 
out his Clergy and the Congregation, the 4 E'#. 
Conſecration is null: and yer theſe later Nw ines 
and fiercer Conſtitutions do not deter- 

mine concerning the fiatural event of 

things, but of the legal and Canonical 
approbation, 

To theſe things I anſwer, That $. 4ms- 

broſe his ſaying tharin Egype the Presby- 

ters conſign in the Biſhop's abſence, does 

not prove that they ever did Confirm or 

Impoſe hands on the Baptized for the mi- 

niſtry of the Holy Spirit, becauſe char 

very paſſage being related by S, Auſtin, V7. & 
the more general word of conſegn is ren- __ WV 
dred by the plainer and more particular «— - 
conſecrant, they conſecrate, meaning the 
bleſſed Euchariſt ; which was not per- 
mitted primitively to a fimple Prieſt eo 
doein the Biſhops abſence without leave, 
G 4 onely 
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onely in Egypt it ſeems they had a gene: 
ral Rave: of dr ae abſence. was 
/ an interpretative conſent, 'But beſides 
this, conſignant is beſt interpreted by the 
practice of the Church, of whichI ſhall 
eſently give an accouyt; they might 
1n the abſence of the Biſhop.conſign with 
Oil upon the top of the Head, bur not in 
che Fore-head, much leſs Impoſe hands, 
or Confirm, or miniſter-the Holy Spirit : 

for the caſe was this. | 
It was very early in the Church thar, 
to repreſent the Grace which was mini. 
ſtred in Confirmation, the Un&tion from 
above,' they us'd Oil and Balſam, and 
ſo conftantly us'd this in their Confir- 
mations, that from the Ceremony it had 
the appellation: Sacramentum Chriſma- 
Lib.2.cont. t&s'S, Auſtin Calls it'; os pwpy TeAgiucs, 
_—— oy Now becauſe at the Ba- 


| crow priſm of the adult Chriſtians, and (by 
| imitation of that) of 1nfants, Confir- 
mation and Baptiſm were uſually mini- 

ſtred. at the ſamerime ; the Un&tion was 

not onely us'd to petſons newly haptiz'd, 

\ bur another Unction was added as a ce- 
remony 1n Baptiſm it ſelf, and was us'd 
J imme- 
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immediately -before Baptiſm, and the oil 
was. put on the cop 'of the head, and 
& | three times was the party fign'd, So it 
he | was then, as we find in the Eccleſiaſtical 
all 3 Hierarchy, [But befides this Undtion 
he B with oil in Baptiſmal preparations, and 
th ring oil into the Baptiſmal water, we 

find another Un&ion after the Baptiſm 
s, | was finiſhed, For they bring the Bapti- 
: | 2zedperſon - es 20 the Biſhop,faith $,Dz- ,... tf 
 onjs, who ſigning the man with hallow- bicr. cap. 2. 
F Chriſm, gives him the Holy Eucha- 
T riſt, This they called xpiow TEAtwliox ly 
n | the perfettive or conſummating Union; 


dB this was that which was us'd when the 
? 


Biſhop Confirmed the Baptized perſon : 
For to him who is initiated by the moſt 
holy initiation if the Divine generation, 
(that is, to hims who bath been Bapti='d, 
faith Pachimeres the Paraphraſt of Dio- 
| mnyſius) the perfeitive Undition 0 
| Chriſm gives the £ift of the Holy os 
This is that which the Laodicear Coun- Can.48. 
cil calls ypiedai pI To Btnlhoqua; to 
be anointed after Baptiſm, Both theſe 
Unctions were intimated by Theophilus 
Antiochenus, Tis 5 avlewr©. £108\ tay 
Et 
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ds Tore + flior, & abaur, 5 ypiera: 
$Aain; Every man that is born into 
the World, and every man that is 4 
Champion, is anointed with oil: That 
to Bapriſm, this alluding.ro Confirma- 


non, 

Now this Chri{ms was frequently mi- 
niſtred immediately after Baptiſm, in the 
Ciries where the Biſhop was preſent : 
but in Villages and liccle Towns where 
the Biſhop was not preſent, it could nor 
be ; but Biſhops were forc'd at their op- 
portunities to'go abroad and perfet what 
was wanting, as it was in the example 
of Peter and Fohn to the Samaritans 
Non quidem abnuo hanc eſſe Eccleſiarum 
conſuetudinem, ut ad cos qui lone? in © 
minoribus Urbibus per Presbyteros & 
Dzaconos baptizati for, Epiſcopus ad 
invocationem Saniti Spirits manum 
impoſiturus excurrat, It is the cuſtom 
of the Charch, that when perſons are in 
leſſer Cities baptiz'd by Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, the Biſhop: uſes to travel far, that 
he may lay hands on them for the invo- 
Cation of the Holy Spirit, But becauſe 
this could not alwaies be done, and _ 

Cauie 
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cauſe many Baptized perſons died before 
ſuch an opporryaity could be had , the 
Church rook up a cuſtome, that che 
Biſhop ſhould -conſecrate the Chriſm, 
and ſend it to the Villages and little Ci- 
ties diſtant from' the Aerropolrs, and 


' that the Prieſts ſhould anoint the Bapti- 
zed with ir, Bur ſtill they kept this part 


of it ſacred and peculiar to the Biſhop : 
1, That no Chriſm ſhould be us'd but 
what the Biſhop conſecrated, 2, That 
the Prieſts ſhould anoint the Head of the 
Baptized, bur at no hand the Fore-head, 


for that was ſtill reſerved for the Biſhop 


to doe when he Confirmed them, And 
this is evident in the Epiſtle of Þ. 1nn- 


| cent the Firſt, above quoted, Nam Preſ- 


teris, ſew extra Epiſcopum ſew pre- 
ente E piſcopo Baptizant, C /nef the 
baptizatos Ungere licet, fed quod ab E- 
piſcopo fuerit conſecratum; non tamen 


frontem ex eodem oleo ſignare, quod [0- 


lis debetur Epiſcopss cam tradunt Spi- 
ritum Paracletum, Now this the Bi- 
ſhops did, not only to ſatisfie the defire of 
the Baptized, but by this Ceremony to 
excite . the votum Confirmationis, =_ 
they 
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they who could not afually be-Con- 
firmed, _ at leaſt have it 7 voto in 
defire, and in Eccleſiaſtical repreſenc- 
tion, This (as ſome think) was firſt in- 
troduc'd by Pope Sylveſter : and this is 
the Conſignation which the Prieſts of 
Egypt us'dinthe abſence of the Biſhop, 
and this became afterward the praQtice in 
other Churches, | 
But this was no part of the Holy Rite 
of Confirmation, but a Ceremony anne- 
xed to it ordinarily , from thence tranſ- 
mitted to Baptiſm, firſt by imitation, af- 
 terwards by way of up ly and in detec 
of the opportunuties 0 oe Soandard E- 
phoge And therefore we find. in the 
rſt Arauſicans Council, in the time of 
Zeo the Firſt and Theodoſins junior, it 
was decreed, That in Baptiſm every one 
* ſhould recerve Chriſm + de eo autem qui 
in Baptiſmate, quacunque neceſſitate fa- 
ciente, Chriſmatus non fuerit, in Confir- 
watione Sacerdos commonebitur,” Tt the 
Baptized by-any intervening accident or 
neceffiry was not anointed, the Biſhop 
ihould be advertis'd of it in Confirma- 
tion; meaning, that then it __ be 
| ne, 
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done, For the Chriſm was but a Cere- 


-mony.annexed, no part of either Rite eſ- 


ſential ro it, but yer they thought it ne- 
ceflary, by reaſon of ſome opinions then 


prevailing in the Church, But here the 


Ries themſelves are clearly diſtinguiſh'd, 
and this of Confirmation was never per- 
mitted to mere Presbyters, Innocentius 
III, a great Canoniſt and of great aucho- 
rity, gives afull evidence in this particu- 
lar, Per frontis Chriſmationem manis 
Impoſitio deſignatur, quia per cam Spi- 
ritus Santtus per auementum datur & 
robur, Unde cum cater as unitiones ſim- 
plex. Sacerdos wel Presbyter waleat ex- 
hibere, hanc non niſi ſummus Sacerdos 
vel Presbyter valeat exhibere, id eft, 
Epiſcopus conferre, By anointing of the 
forehead the Impoſition of hands is de- 
lign'd, becauſe by that the Holy Ghoſt 
is given for increaſe and ſtrength : there- 
tore when a ſingle Prieſt may give the 
other Unctions, yer this cannot be done 
bur by the chief Prieſt, thar is, the Bi- 
op: And therefore to the Queſtion, 
What ſhall be done if a Biſhop may not 
'be:had*. the ſame 1»nocentius Tr” 
c 


\ 


De inſtit, 
Cleric. L.1, 
| 6.30. 
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It is fafer and without danger wh 
to omit it, then to have it rigs. 
without authority miniſtred by 'any 
other, cm wmbre quadem oftendetur in 
opere, .veritas autens non ſubeat in effes 
&n ; for it is 2 mere ſhadow withoat 
truth or real effect, when any one elſe 
does it but the perfon whom God hath 
appointed ro this miniſtration, And ng 
approved man of the Church did ever | 
ſay the contrary, till Richerd Primate of 
Ardmagh commenced a new Opinion, 
from whence (Thomas of Walden ſaies 
that) Wiclef barrowed his Dodrine to 
trouble the Church in this particular, 

What the Docrine of the ancient 
Church was in the pureſt times, I have 
already (I hope) ſufficiently declared , 
what it was afterwards, when the Cere- 
mony of Chriſm was as much remarked 
as the Rite to which it miniſtred, we find 
tully declared by Rabenus Menrus. 
Signatur Baptizatus can Chrifſmate per 
Sacerdotem iu Capitis ſummitate, per 
Pontificem were in Frontt; ut preari 
Unttone fignificetur Spiviths Santt fu- 
per ip ſum deſcenſio ad hebitationem' Dev 


. Conſe= 


BEER Bo HSE SO of oo 


conſecrandam ; in ſecunda quoque,ut ejus 
Spiriths Santt; ſeptiformis gratia, cum 
anni plenitudine ſandtitatis & (cientie 
& virtutis, venire in hominem declare- 


tur: Tunc enim ipſe Spiritus SantFus 
feſt mundata & benedifta corpora at- 


que animas libere a Patre deſcendit, ut 
una cum ſua viſitatione nom mg & 
iluftraret ; & nunc in heminem ad hoc 
wenit, ut Signaculum fidei,quod in / os 
ſuſcepit, faciat cum donis caleſtibus re- 
pletum, & ſus gratia confortatum, in- 
trepide & audadter coram Regibus & 
Poteftatibus hujus ſeculi portare, ac no- 
men Chriſti liber voce pradicare, In 
Baptiſm the Baptized was anointed on 
the top of the Head, in Confirmation on 
the Fore-head : by that was ſignified thar 
the Holy Ghoſt was preparing a habi- 
tation for himſelf, by this was declared 
the deſcent of the Holy Spirir, with his 
ſeven-fold Gifts, with all fulneſs of 
knowledge and ſpiritual underſtanding, 
Theſe things were ſignified by the ap- 
pendant Ceremony ; but the Rites were 
ever diſtinguiſhed, and did not onely 
fignifie and declare, bureffe@ theſe Gra- 
CES 
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ces by the miniſtry of Prayer and Impoſi- Þ 
tion. of Hands, my 
The Ceremony the Church inſticuted 
and us'd as ſhe pleas'd, and. gave in whit 
circumſtances they would chufe, -and 
nevv. propoſitions entred, and cuſtomes 
© 'd, and deputations 'were made, 
and the Biſhops, in whom by Chriſt was 
plac'd the fulnels of Eccleſiaſtical power, 
concredited to the Prieſts and Deacons 
ſo much as their occaſions and neceſſities 
permitted : and becauſe inthoſe ages and 
places where the external Ceremony was 
regarded (it may be) more then the in- 
ward Myſtery or the Rite of Divine ap- 

pointment, they-were apt.to believe that 
the Chriſm or exteriour Unction, dele- 
ated to the Prieſts Miniſtery after the 
piſcopal conſecration of it, might ſup- 
ply the want of Epiſcopal Confirmation, 
it came to paſs that new opinions. were 
entertain'd, and the Regulars, the Fries 
and the: Jeſuits, who were alwaies. tq0 
little friends to the Epiſcopal ;power, 
from which they would fain have been 
wholly exempted, publickly taughe (in 
E pus foe eſpecially) that Chriſm w_ 

re 


: of Confirmation. 

' fired by:them with-leave: from the Pope 
did doe all \thar which ordinarily was to 
bedone in Epiſcopal Confirmation, For, 
$8 Tertallizn complain'd in his time, 
Ruibus fuit 'propoſitum aliter docendi, 
eos necefiitas' ovegit* aliter diſponends 
inſtruments Dottrine ; They who had 
. purpoſes. of reaching new. DoEtrines, 

wereconſtrain'd otherwiſe to diſpoſe of 
-che-Inftruments:and Rituals appertaining 
totheir Doctrines, Theſe men, toſerve 
ends; deftroyed-the Article, and: over- 
threw the ancient, Diſcipline and Unity 
ofthe Primitive:Church, Bur they were 
jaſtly cenſur'd by the Theological. Fa- 
* | culty'at Pars, and'che Cenſurewell de- 
nded by Hallier, one of the Notors of 
'B the Sorbor; whither. I refer the-Reader 

that? is.curious inflicde chings, :7. + + 

a _— m_ ever call'd 

Confirmatio Epiſcopalis ,:&: Impoſitio 
—_ "Epiſceturam _ our. E- 

wotd well expreſſes, and perfe&! 
retains the-uſe.;..we:know it dtlboons 


moil. name of Biſtopping of - Children, 
Iſhall:no fherfaf upon-it,. onely 


 ſhall-obſervE'thar'ithere- is avain. diſtin- 
d2c5 H ction 


4 Dijirſe. 
into the Schools and Gloſ: 


rages Law, of a Min Ul Aw 07+ 


cre. —_ ty 

the is 

Miniſter of po gpteidneing 

| pretend Nag 
| ſome caſes others may be Miniſters ex- 


would fain innovate and 

[| traordinary, This device is of- infinite 
danger to the deſtruction of the whole 
Sacred Order of the Miniſtery,: atid dif 
parks. the incloſures, and lays all in:com- 
mon,and makevmen ſupreme controllers 
of the Orders of God, rn a 
falſe Principle; for incrue Divinit —_ 
G—_ of rhe Spirit of God, 

e can be no Miniſter of any Divine 
Ordinance but he thar is of Divine ap- 
pointmenc, there can-benone but the or- 
dinary Minifter, -Ldo nor fay:that God 
is tied to thus way z he cannot be tied 
but. by himſelf: and therefore-- Chriſt 
gave a:{pecial Commiſſion to Ananiar 
IIS Tr tenor and'he 
| ave the Spirit to Cornelis even belore 
iY e Was and he ordained $, Paul 
| to bean Without the miniſter 
JI of man, But this 1 fay, ans” 


{ 
| 
| 
i 


God can make Miniſters extraordinary, 
ret Man cannot, and they that goe abour 
to. doe ' ſo_uſurp the. Power of Chriſt, 
and ſnatch from his band what he neyer 
intended to part with, The Apoſtles ad- 
mitted others into a part of their care and 
of their power, but when they intended 
to. imploy them in any miniſtery, they 
gave them ſo much of. cheir Order as 
would-enable them; bur a perſon of a 
lower Order could -never'be deputed Mi- 
niſter of actions appropriate to the high» 
er:\ which is the caſe of Confirmation, 
by the Practice and Tradition of the A- 
| 195,nge ' the Univerſal Practice and 
rine of the Primitive - Catholick 
Church, by which Biſhops onely, the 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, were alone 
the Miniſters 'of Confirmation : and 
therefore-if any.man elſe uſurp ir, let 
them anſwer ir, they doe hurt indeed to 
themſelves, but.no benefit to others, tg 
whom they miniſter ſhadows inſtead of 
ſubſtances, | 
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SECT. V. 


The whole Procedure or Ritual of Cone 
red jon > 4 Prayer and Impoſi- 


_ tion of 


THE Heart and. the Eye ze. life up. 


ro:God; to bring Blefſings' from-hum, 


{dis cheitlatdnpy bur this alſo falls 
\the People, and reſts there,” to ap- 
y the deſc Blefling to the pro- 
> and prepared ſuſcipient, God gover- 
dns People of Iſrael by the band of 
Moſes aud Aaron 
_ —0& calide feetre, ſilentia tarks 
Majeſtate mans : | 
and both under Moſes andunder Chriſt, 
when-eyer the Preſident of Religion did 
bleſs the People, he lifted up.his Hand 
oyer the Congregation; and: when he 
bleſſed a ſingle Perſon, he laid his Hand 
n him, "This was the Rite-uſed by 
Fat and the Patriarchs, by Kings and 
_ hers, by all the eminently Religious 
1 Synagogue, and by Cviſt " f 
e 
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of Confirmation. 
ſelf when he bleſſed the Children which 


poſtles/when they bleſſed and confirmed 
_ the baptized Converts ; and whom elſe 
 - can the Church-follow 2 The Apoſtles 
. did -ſ\o'to the Chriſtians of Samaria, to 
them of Epheſus ; and S, Paul deſcribes 
this whole myſtery 'by the Ritual part 


| of ir, calling it the Foundation of the Im- Heb.s.z. 


| _ of hands, Tt is the folemnity of 
Blefſing, and the ſolemnity and. appli- 
| cation of Parernal prayer, Tir 9 64m- 
Mos weige, me 5 ovaoywort; {aid 


Clement of Alexandria; Upon whom pF «4g 63. 


ſhall he lay his hands 2 whom ſhall he 

_ bleſs?” Quid enim aliud eft Impoſitio 
manuum; niſs Oratio ſuper hominem ? 
ſaid S. Auftine; The Biſhop's laying 
his hands on the People, what is -it buc 
. the ſolemnity of Prayer for them 2 that 
is, 2.prayer: made by thoſe Sacred per- 
ſons who by Chriſt are-appointed to pray 
for them, and to bleſs in his Name: and 
ſo indeed are all the Miniſteries of the 
Church,” Baptiſm, Conſecration: of the 
B. Euchariſt, Abſolution, Ordination, 
Viſitation of the Sick ; they are all x 
H 3 genere 


were/ brought to him, and by the A- 


ION 
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| 102 
genere Orationis, they are nothing but. 
folemn and appoi _ 
truſted and a gracious Perſon, 


Heb«7.7. 


echem'the gracious Perſons, them he will 


A Diſcourſe 
Prayer by an iy 
ift- 
cated by a proper order to the end of the 
bleſſing then deſigned, - And therefore 
when S, Fames commanded that the fick 
Perſons ſhould ſend for the” Elders of 
the Church, he addes,” and let them pr 
over them, that is, lay their hands oz the 
ſick, and pray for them , that is praying 


over them : It is adumbratio dextre,» 


(as Fertu{ian calls it) rhe right band of 
him that miniſters oyer-ſhadowsthe per- 
_ tor whom the ſolemn Prayer isto be 
mage, 


Church, for they in the Divine Extexy 
are made your Superiours: they are in- 


deed your ſervants for Feſwus ſake, but 


they are over you inthe Lord, and there. 
fore are from the Lord appointed to bleſs 
the People ; for without contradiition, 
faith the Apoſtle, the Jef is bleſſed of 
the greater, that is, God hath appointed 
che Superiours in Religion to be the 
great Miniſters of Prayer, he hath made 


hear, 


This is the Office of the Rulers of the . 


| "nt. 
t 
vey your needs to God, and God's bleſ- 


a. Lo a 


for that their place and c Tindeth 
_ them above others to doe this as aun, f , ſuch 
& are Natural and Spiritual Fat 
- Ic is eaſe for prophane perſons to 
deride theſe chings, as they do all Re- 
ligion which is not conveyed to om by 
ſenſe or natural demonſtrations: 
Occonomy of the and the —_ 
of God are ſpiritually diſcerned, The Spi- 
rit bloweth where it lifteth, and no man 
| knows whence it comes, aud whither it 
Foe 3 and the- Operations are diſcerned 
y Faith, and —_— by Love and b 
Obedience. Date mihi Chriſt ianum, F 
intellizit quod dico;, None but true 
Co—_ underſtand and feel theſe 
. Bur of this we are ſure, that in 
" times of Auſes: nur _ nn 
ymag e was ſtan in all c 
Snap fo ong as men [0- 
ved ned Religins and Sulkadi in on Spirit, 
H 4 and 


103 
hear, thoſe he hath commanded to con- 


ing to-you, and to ask a bleſling isto 
re them to'pray for you ,, them, I _ 
ſay, whom God moſ ! reſpeczech for their Hooker ' 
prety and zeal that way, or fr ay fegardeth |; 
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and minded-the affairs of their Souls, .to 
have the Prayers and the Blefling: of the 
Fathers of the Synagogue and the- Fa- 
thers of the Church; was eſteemed no . 
wene-to- Heaven, | But that which I in« 
tend to {ay-is this,” T hat Prayer: and'Im- 


poſition:of Hands was the: wholeproce-- } 


dute in-the' Chriſtian Rites: and+be+ 
cauſe: this;Miniſtery, was moſt fignally 
performed by :chis:Ceremony, and'-was 
alſo by :$.'2auf called-and noted by the 
name' of: the Ceremony, Inpoſition''of 
hands; this' name; vas retained :in.-the 
Chr;ftian .Church,'and this manner of mi- 
niſtring Confirmation. was all that was in 
the commandment-or inſtitution,: *.:.. :: 
But: becauſe in Confirmation we re- 
ceive the Unction from: above; that is, 
then we ate moſt" {ignally. made Kings 
and Prieſts unto Gad, 10 offer up ſpirs* 
tual ſacrifices, and: to enable us to: ſeek 
the Kingdom of Gadand the Rigitponſ” 
»e(s of it and that the giving of the Holy 
Spirit - is: in: Scripture (called the Unition 
from above; the Church of Godin early 
Ages. made uſe of: this Allegory, and 
+ 1 paſſed 
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paſſed itinto- an External Ceremony and 


Repreſencation of the Myſtery, to ſigni- 
| fie the Inward Grace, NWA 


"Poſt inſcripta oleo fronts ſignacula, Prudent. in 
- fer. que av yore 
Unguentum Regale datumeſft,cr Chris Xie 

*. ſma perenne, 


| Weareconfigned on the Fore-head with 


Oil, and a Royal Union and an Eternal 

Chriſm is-given to us: ſo Predentiaus 4D. 460. 

”w teſtimony of the miniſtery of Con- 
rmation. in his time,. Toro QuAatars Carcch. - 

a7iAor, TETWY 7p br mY To H1idaxh- legs 
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XpionslG. pironeprrl., faid S. Cyril. 


Preſerve this Un&tion pure and ſpotleſs, 
for it teaches you all things, as you have 
heard the bleſſed $, John ſpeaking and 
philoſophying many things of this holy 
Chriſm, Upon this account the H, Fa- 
thers uſed to bleſs and conſecrate Oil 
and Balſam, that by an External Signa- 
ture _—__ fignifie the Inward Un- 
Con effected 'in Confirmation, pwegr 
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xg Nero putrey, 'Thir 


| Chriſm is not ſimple or common when. 


it is bleſſed, but the gift of Chriſt, and 
the pre ww of his H, Spirit, = were 
effeting the Divinity it ſelf x 
fer paar jars af Oi _ 
bur is alſo ſanRified by the holy an 
quickning Spirit: ſo S. Cyril, I finde 

SynodueBj- in him and in ſome late: Synods- other 

ruricenſis, pul ifications and allufions made 

y 


7 _ eremony of Chriſms, Nos au- 


” decrer, tem pro igne viſibili, qui die Pemtgcs- 


I _ ftes ſuper Apoſtolos apparuit, oleum ſan- 


' CF um, materiam _ ignis ex Apoſts- 
lorum traditione, ad confirmandum ad- 
hibemus : This uſing of Oil was inſtead 
of the Baptiſm with Fire, which Chriſt 
baptized his Apoſtles with in Pentecoſt , 
and Oil being the moſt proper matter of 
Fire, is theretore uſed in Confirmation, 

That this was the ancient — 
is without doubt, and that the Churc 
had power to doe ſo hath no queſtion, 


and I adde, it was not unreaſonable z .tor 


if ever the Scripture exprefles the myſte- 
ri0uſneſs of a Grace conferred by an Ex- 


om mam oo 2 n—_ oy 


\ teriour 
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of Confirmation. 
xeriour- miniſtery, (as this is, by Impo- 
Chen ofchends) ad ant bali. 


1 inthe Exprefſion and Analogy of an 
{enfible thing, chat Expreſſion hoon 


into a Ceremony will not improper] 
fie the Grace, fince the Holy Gho 
did chuſe that for his own expreſſion 
and repreſentment, In Baptiſm we are 
ſaid to be buried with Chriſt, The 


' Church. does according to the Analogy 


of that expreſſion, when ſhe immerges 
the Catechumen in the Font, for then 
ſhe repreſencs the ſame thing which the 


: Holy Ghoſt would have to be repreſen- 


ted 1n that Sacrament, the Church did 
bur che ſame thing when ſhe uſed Chriſm 


in this miniſtration, This I ſpeak in ju- 


ſtification of that ancient practice: but 
becauſe - there was no command for it, 


AoyG pezramubrl. we Ig, faid S, Baſil, Lib de 
concerning Chriſm there is no written $5?” Ss: | 


word, that is, of the Ceremony there is 


not, he faid it not of the whole Rite of 
Confirmation , therefore though to this 
we areall bound, yet as to the Anoin- 
ting the Church is at liberty, and hath 
with ſufficient authority omitted itin our 
miniſtrations, | In 


Cap.17, 


© wor ever at all but according to the A- 


108 A Dafcourſe 
In the Liturgy of King Zdward the 
VI. the Biſhops" uſed the ſign. of the 
Croſs upon the Fore-heads of them that 
were to be Confirmed, I do nor find it 
ſince forbidden, or revoked by aty ex- 
preflion or intimation, ſaving onely that 
it is omitted in our later Offices, and 
therefore/it may ſeem to be permitted 
to the diſcretion of the Biſhops, but yer 
not to be uſed unleſs where 1t may be 
tor Edification, and where it may be by 
the conſent of the Church, at leaſt by 
interpretation; concerning which I have 
nothing elſe to interpoſe,but that neither 
this, nor any thing elſe which is not of 
the nature and inſtitution of the Rite, 
ought to be done by private Authority, 


” LO a7 : 3 


oftle's Rule, cunnpgras » © mitiy, 
» 6 is decent, cud mbenſeevts FL 
according to Order, that is to be done, 
and nothing elſe : tor Prayerand Impo- 
ſition of hands for the invocating 'and | 
giving the Holy Spirit is all that is 1n the 
toundation and inſtitution, 


SECT, 


of Confirmation. 109 
SECT, VL. 


Many great Graces and B leſvings are 
* conſequent to the worthy Reception 
© and due Mmiſtery of Confirma- 


4. Bay 

4 {9 

y 

/ [” is of it ſelf enough, when it is fully 
L underſtood, whar is- faid in the As 


of the Apoſtles ar che firſt miniſtration 
| of this Rite, They received: the 'Hol 
' | Ghoſt; that is, according to the expreſ- 
| fion of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf to the 
Apoſtles, when he commanded them in 
| 0 wg expect the verification of 

Is F orious promiſe. "my were endued 
with virtue from on high; that is, with 
ſtrength to perform their duty: which 
although/ir 1s not: to be underſtood ex- 
cluftvely.ro the other Rices and Miniſte- 
ries of:the -Church of 'Divine appoint- 
menc, :yeritis properly and moſtſignally 
rrue, and as it were in ſome ſenſe: appro- 
priate:to this, For, as Aquinas well'dif- prr.z; qu. 
courſes, the Grace of Chriſt is nor tied 7. = 
+41 -_- ro 4 


Epiſt.54. 
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to the Sacraments ; but even this Spiri. 
cual ſtrength and virtue from on hig 


can be had without Confirmation: as 


without Baptiſm Remiftion of fins may 
be had, and yet webelieve one Baptiſm 
for the Remiſhion of fins , and one Con- 


| firmation for the obtaining this. vir- 


cue from on high, this ſtrength of the 
Spiric, Burt ir is ſo appropriate to it by 
promiſe and peculiarity of miniſtrati 


that as without the Defire of Baptiſiy | 


our fins are not /pardon'd, fo without at 
leaſt the Deſire of Confirmation we can- 
not receive this virtue from ion high; 
which is 4 pr to deſcend in the mi- 
niſtery of the Spirit, It is true, the mi- 
niſtery of the Holy Euchariſt -is greatly 
effective to this purpole ; and thetefore 
in the ages of Martyrs the Biſhops were 


careful to give Soopee the Holy 
\E 


Communion fr ut qn0s twtos 
eſſe contra adverſarium volebant,mant- 
mento Dominice Saturitats armarent, 
as S, Cyprian with his Collegues wrote 
to Cornelizs , that thoſe whom they 
would haye to be ſafe againſt the con- 
tentions of their adverſaries, they ſhould 

arm 
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arm them with the guards and defences 


of the Lord's Fulneſs, But it is to bere- 


'membred that the Lord's Supper is for 


the more perte Chriſtians, and it is for 
the increaſe of the Graces receiv'd for- 


- merly, and-therefore ir is for Remiſſion 


of figs, and yer is no prejudice to the ne- 
ceflity of Baptiſm, whoſe proper work 
is Remiſhon of fins; and therefore nei- 


# ther does it make Confirmation 'unne- 


ceflary: for it renews the. work of both 
the wg Rices, and repairs the 

, and addes new Energy, . and 
proceeds in the ſame diſpenſations, and is 


' renewed often, whereas the others are 


but once, -* 


Excellent therefore are. the words of i= opuſc. . 
Fohn Gerſon, the Famous Chancellor — 
of Paris, to this e, It may be ſaid” © 


that in one way of ſpeaking Confirmation 
i neceſſary, and in another it is not. 
Confirmation is not neceſſary as Baptiſm 
and Repentance, for without theſe Salva- 
tion cannot be bad, This Necefity 1s Ab- 


ſolute; but there is a Conditional Ne- 


ceſtity. Thus if aman would not become 
weak, it is neceſſary that he eat his _- 
well, 


112 A Diſcourſe 
well, And ſo Confirmation 'is neceſſary, 

that the goes life and the F f 
gotten in Baptiſm may be preſersd"in 
ſtrength againſt our ſpiritual enemies, 
For this is given for ſtrength," Hence is 
that ſaying of Hugo de $S.-Vidtore 
What does it profit that thow-art raiſed 
up by Baptiſm, if thou art not able to 
Band by Confirmation ? Not that Ba- 
ptiſm is not of value unto Salvation 
without Confirmation; but becauſe he 
who is not Confirmed will eaſily fall, aud 
t00 readily periſh, The Spirit of God 
comes which way he pleaſes, but we 
are tied to uſe his own A and- 
_—_ the bleſſings appointed 'by his 
own Miniſteries : And becauſe to Prayer 
is promiſed we ſhall receive: what-ever 
we wo: we ay as m_ omir-the: _ 
ving the Holy Euchariſt, pretending chat 
ne None with Rs the bleffings 
expected inrhe 7 as-well, Ifay, as 
omir Confirmation; becauſe-wehope to 
be" ſtrengchned. and [receive virre from 
on high by the nal the Supper of the 


Lord, Let us uſeall the Miniſteries of 
Grace- in"their ſeaſon; for we know not 
: which 


of Confirmation. 113 
which ſhall proſper, this or that, or whe- 
ther they ſhall be both alike good: this 
onely we know, that the Miniſteries 
which. God appoints are the proper ſea- 
ſons and opportunities of Grace, 

This power from on high, which is 
the Proper bleſsing of A —_—_ Was 
expreſſed, not onely in ſpeaking with 
Tongues and doing Miracles, for: much 
of this they had before they received the 
Holy Ghoſt, bur it was effe&ted in Spi- 
ritual and incernal ſtrengths ; they were 
not onely enabled for the ſervice of the 
Church, but were indued with courage, 
and wiſdom, and Chriſtian fortitude, and 
boldneſs, to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt 
crucified, and unity of heart and minde, 
ſingleneſs of heart, and joy in God, when 
it was for the edification of the Church, 
Miracles were done in Confirmations ; 
andS, Bernard, in the Life of S,'Mala- 
chiar, tells that -S; Malchws, Biſhov of 
Liſmore in Ireland, confirmed a Luna- 
tick child, and at the ſame time cured 
him ; bur ſuch things as theſe are extra- 
regular and ' contingent, This which 
we ſpeak of is a __ —_— 

an 
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and muſt have a regular effe&, 

S. Auſtin (aid, thar the holy Spiric in 
hora paris was gon ad dilatands 
Ecclefie primordia, tor the propagating 
er th in the beginnings of. the 
Charch, S. Hierom ſaies, it was propter 
henorem [acerdotii;for the honour of the 
Prieſthood, S. Ambroſe ſaies, it Was ad 
Confirmationem Unitatis in Eccleſia 
. Chriſtt, for the confirmation of Utu 
in the Church of Chriſt, And chey 
ſay true : But the firſt was by the mira- 
culous Conſignations which did accom- 
pany this Miniſtery, and the others gwo 
were by reaſon that the Myſteries were 
mo Tporerediyms wad Ts Ehoxenw , 
they were appropriated to the miniſtery 
of the Biſhop, who is cap## #nitats, the 
Head, the laſt reforc; the Firmament of 
Unity in the Church, Theſe effects were 
regular indeed, but they were incident 
and A ow are effects yet 
more proper, eater excellency, 

Now Tow will Editions in genie- 
ral _—— fruits ae conſequent 
to this Difpenſation, we nay beſt re- 
ceive the notice of them from rhe Foun- 
tain 


wn. wk. wc ._ + 
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beleeves, vet of his belly (as the Scripture 
faith) helen Rovers n Zrvene waters, 
But this by ſpake of the Spirit, which 
thty that believe on bim fhonld receive, 
This is evidently ſpoken of the Spirir, 
which came down 1n Pentecoſt, which 


' was promiſed to all that ſhould believe 


in Chuiſt, and which che Apoſtles mini: 
ny Ingodries of hands, che Holy 
Ghoſt him(elf being the expoſitor z and 
ic can ſighifie ao leſs, buc chac a Spring 
of life ſhould be pur into the heart of the 
Gonfirmed, to water the Plants of God , 
thac they ſhould become Tees, not onely 
planted by the water ſide, (for fo it was in 
David's time, and 1n all the Miniſtery 
of che Old Teſtament) but having « &:- 
ver of living water within them ro make 
them __ wi of 'co0d works, and bring- 
ing their fruit in ave ſeaſon, fruits wor « 

thy of amendment of life, | 
I, But the principal thing is this: 
Confirmation is the conſummacion and 
eaion,theoorroboration and ſtrength 
of Baptiſm and Baptiſmal Grare; for in 
Baptiſm we undertake "= uoe our ny 
2 ut 


115 
ain ic &lf,, our Bleſſed Saviour, He thar Jobs 7.38, 
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but in Confirmation. we receive'ſtreneth 
to doe it' 1n Baptiſm others promiſe 

us, in "Confirmation we undertake for 
our ſelves, we eaſe our God-farhers and 
God-mothers of their -burthen, and cake 
it upon our own ſhoulders, together 
with the advantage of the Prayers of the 
Biſhop and all the Church made then on 
our behalf; in Bapriſm we giveupour 
names -to Chriſt, but in Confirmation 
we putour Seal to the Profeſſion, and 
God puts his Seal to the Promiſe, ' Ir is 


very remarkable what S. .Pawl ſaies of | 
the beginnings of our beng Chriſtians,” 


0 © apyns 178 Ke AoyG., the word 


Rom.6.17. 


of the' beginning of. Chriſt : Chriſt be- 


gins with'us, he gives us his word, and 
admits us, and we. by others hands are 


brought in, av. 14a: x7 et 65 $Hhe- 
J'omm, 1t 1S the form of DotFrine'unto 
which ye-were delivered, Cajetan ob- 
ſerves right, That this is a new and em- 
pharical way of ſpeaking: we are wholly 
immerged. in our -Fundamencals , other 
things are delivered to us, but we are 
delivered up unto theſe, This is done in 
Baptiſm and Catechiſm; and what _ 

| the 
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the event of-it * Being then made free V-18. 
from ſin, ye became the Servants of 
Righteouſneſs, Your Baptiſm was for 
the Remiſſion of ſins there, and then ye 
were made free from that bondage; and 
what then why then in the next place, 
when' ye came to: conſurmmare this pro- 
cedure, when the Baptized was Confir- 
med, then he became a ſervant of righ- 
teoutneſs, that. is, then the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcended upon you, and enabled you 
co walk in-the Spirit, then the ſeed of 
God was firſt thrown into your hearts 
by a celeſtial influence, Spirits 'Sant7us 
in Baptifterio plenitudinem tribuit ad 
innocentiam, { in Confirmatione _ 


at ad gratiam, ſaid Euſe- serm. de 


mentium fre 
Pentccofie. 


bins Emiſſenus : In Baptiſm we are 
made ;nnocent, in Confirmation we re- 
ceive the increaſe of the Spirit of Grace 
in that we are regenerated unto life, in 
this we are ſtrengthned unto barrel, 
Dono ſapientiz illuminamur, 4difica- 

mur, erndimur , inſtruimaur , confirma- —_ 4 
mur, ut illam SantFi Spiriths vocem au- i ion. 
dire poſimus, Intelleetums tibi dabo, & ſecra. di 
inſeruam te in hat ny o gradieris, 5 ot 
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ſaid P. Melabigdes z We are inlightned 
by the gift of miſdam, we ore built-up 
taught, wflrudted avd confirmed, / 
that me may hear that waice of the Holy 
Spirit, F will giue unto thee au under- 
ſtanding heart, and teach thee in the 

way herein thou ſhalt walk : For (o, 
Terwl. a= . Signavs populos effuſo piguere ſanits, 
verſe Miro Miranda. Yirtutts ode 
ar.cz It isa work of great and wonderful pow. 
 _ er when the holy Pledge of Gad is pou- 
red forth upon the people, This is that 
Power from en high which firſt deſcen. 
ded in Pentecoſt, and afterward was mi« 
niſtred by Prayer and Impoſition of the 
Apoſtolical and Epiſcopal hands, and 
comes after the other gift of Remiſſion 
of fins, Fides quad nou frmpliciter hoe 
fit, fed mulits opas oft virtute wt detur 
Spirits Sanitus, Non exim iden off 
eſequi remiflionem peccatorum, ff 4c- 
| Homil. 18. cypere utrtutem allam, ſaid S.Chryſoſt aw, 
in 44%. Yau fee that this isnor eafily dane, bur 
there is need of mach power from on 
high to give the Holy Spirit, for it is 
not all one to obrain Remiſhon of fins, 
and to have received this virtue or bone 
om 
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from above, Quamvis enim continus 


| wanſituris ſufficiant Regenerationis bee 


peficia, wvitfuris tamen neceſſaria- ſunt 
Confirmationis auxilialaid Melchiades : 
Although to them that die preſently che 
benefits of Regeneration ( Baprifoval ) 
are ſufficient, yet to them thar live the 
Anxiliaries of Confirmation are neceſ- 
ſary. For, according to the ſaying of 
S: Leo, in his. Epiſtle to Nicetas the Bi- 
ſhop of Aquilcia, commanding that He- 
reticks returning to the Church ſhould be 
Confirmed with invocation of the Ho- 
ly Spirit and Impoſition of hands, they 
have onely received the form of Baptiſm 
fine [anttificationis virtute, without the 
virtue of Sandtification z meaning that 
this is the proper effe&t of Confirmation, 
For, in ſhort, Although the newly-lifted 
Souldiers in humane warfare are in 
rolled in the number of them that are to 
fight, yet they are not brought to battel 
till they be more trained and exerciſed : 
So although by Baptiſm every one is 
aſcribed into the catalogue of Believers, 
yet he receives more ; au and grace 
far the ſuſtaining aud overcoming the 
I 4 tempta- 
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temptations of the Fleſh, the World and 


the Devil, onely by Impoſition of the 


Biſhops þands, They are words which I 
borrowed from a late Synod at Rhemes, 
That's the firſt remark of blefſing, In 
Confirmation we receive ſtrength to doe 
all that which was for us undertaken. in 
Baptiſm: For the Apoſtles themſelves 
(as the H, Fathers obſerve) were tjimo- 
rous in the Faith until they were Con- 
firmed in Pentecoſt, but atter the rece- 
ption of the Holy Ghoſt they waxed 
valiant in the Faith, and in all their ſpi- 
ritual: combats. | | 

2, In Confirmation we receive the 
Holy Ghoſt as the earneſt of our inhe- 
xitance, as the ſeal of our Salvation : 
x&Avpy opramuda, w couwnprow x © 
Pearonias omuriwow, faith Gregory Na- 
£14nsen; we therefore call it a Seal or 
Signature, as being a guard and cuſtody 
to us, and a fien of the Lord's domi- 
2108 over us, The Confirmed perſon is 
Dep Camy eoppa nou, 4 ſheep that" is 
mark'd, which Thieves do not fo eaſily 


Comment. ſteal and carry away, To the ſame pur- 


in Cantic. 


C.1, 2, ' 


poſe are thoſe words of Theodoret, 
eg aruyyn- 


his wor 
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oiaves opennda ma bacirnly Sixer- 
Ta: T8 mEvraTIrg pups mo Yerope, 
ws. Ov TuT@ Ty Mupy Tiw agar! T8 
«yu IlsvugrO. oy 4ehv waa £50 ues, 
Remember that holy myſtagogy, in which 
they who were initiated, after the re- 
_— that Tyrant (the Devil and all 

«S) and the confeſſion of the true 
King (Jeſus Chriſt,) have received the 
Chriſm of ſpiritual Unition like a Royal 
ſignature,by that Unition,as in a ſhadow, 
perceiving the inviſible grace of the moſt 
Holy Spirit, That is, in Confirmation 
we are ſealed for the ſervice of God and 
unto the day of Redemption, then it 1s 
that the ſeal of God is had by us, The 
Lord know:th who are his, 2vo0modo 
vero dices, Dei ſum, ſi notas nen pro- 
duxeris ? (aid S, Baſil; How can any 
man ſay, I am. God's ſheep, unleſs he 
produce the marks? Signati eftis Spi- 
rity promiſsjonis per Santtiſsimum Di- 
vinum $piritum, Domini grex effetti [#- 
mus, laid Theophylact, When we _ 
enus 


In Adhort, 
ad Bapiif, 
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thus ſeal'd by the moſt Holy and Divine 
Spirit of promiſe, then we are truly of 

- the Lord's Flock, and mark'd with his 
ſeal: thar is, When we are rightly Con. 
firm'd, then he deſcends into our Souls, 
and though he does nat operate (it ma 
be) preſently, but as the Reaſonable 


Soul works in its dye time and by che 


order of Nature, by opportunities and 
new fermentations and - actualities ; fo 
does the Spirit of God, when he is 
brought into uſe, when he is prayed 


for with love and affiduity, when he is 


careſled tenderly, when he is us'd lo» 
vingly, when we obey his motions rea- 
dily, when we delig t in his words 
greatly, then we finde it true, that the 
Soul had a new lite put into her, a prin- 
ciple of perpetual actions: but the tree 


planted by the waters fide does not pre« 


ſently bear fruit, but i# its due ſeaſon, 
By this Spirit we ate then ſeal'd.; that 
whereas God hath laid'up an inheritance 
for us.in the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
in the faith of chat we muſt live and la- 
bour, to confirm this Faith God hath 
given us this Pledge, the Spirit of God 
is 


A wc, aA i 7s 
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isa witneſs tous, and tells us by his boly 
comforts, by the e of God, 2nd the 
quierneſs and refreſhments of a good 
Conſcience, that God is our Father, thar 
wo are his-Sons and Daughters, and ſhall 
be co-heirs with Feſwe in his eternal 
Kingdom. I» Baptiſm we are made the 
| Sons of God, but we receive the wit- 
neſs and teſtimony of it i» Cs 
This is « e«eaxAnlQ. the Holy Ghoſt 
the Comforter, this is he whom Chrift 
promis'd and did fend in Pentecoft, and 
' was afterwards miniſtred and conveyed 
by Prayer and Impoſition of hands and 
by this Spirit he makes the Confeſſors 
bold, and the Martyrs valiant, and the 
Tempted ſtrong, and the Virgins to per- 
ſevere, and Widows to fing his praiſes 
and his glories, And this is that excel- 
lency which the Church of God called 
the Lord s feal, and teaches to be im- 
printed in Confirmation : Tv Tao Pur 
Azxligzev, Þ oppayifhe m3 Kupiv, 4 per- 
fet# Phylattery or Guard,cven the Lord's 
ſeal, fo Buſebing calls it, 
- I will nor be fo curious as to enter 
into a diſcourſe of the Philoſophy of _ 
X ut 


493 


Apud Eu 
ſeb. 
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But I ſhall ſay, that they who are curious 
in the ſecrets of Nature, and obſerve ex- 


ternal ſignatures inStones, Plants, Fruits | 
_ and Shells, of which Naturaliſts make 


many obſervations and obſerve. ſtrange 
effects, and the more internal ſignatures 
in Minerals and Living bodies, of which 
Chymiſts diſcourſe ſtrange ſecrets, may 
ealily,if they pleaſe, conſider that it is in- 
finitely credible that in higher eſſences, 
eyen in Spirits, there may be fignatures 
proportionable, wrought mare unmedi- 
ately and to greater pyrpoſes by a Divine 


hand, I only point at this, and fo pals it 


over,as (it may be) not fit for eyery mans 
conſideration, | 

 Andnow if any man ſhall fay, we ſee 
no ſuch things as you talk of, and find 
the Confirm'd people the ſame after as 
before,no better & no wiſer,not richer in 
Gifts, not more adorned with Graces, 
nothing more zealous for Chriſt's King- 
dom, not more comforted with Hope, or 
eſtabliſhed by Faith, or buitt up wich 
Charity ; they neither ſpeak better, nor 
live better , What then £ Does it there- 
fore tollow that the Holy Ghoſt is not 
given 
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given in Confirmation « Nothing leſs, 
For is not Chriſt given us in the Szcra- 
ment'of the Lord's Supper £ Do notwe 
receive his Body and his Bloud 2 Are we 
not made'allone with Chrift,and he with 
us? And yet it is roo true,that when we 
ariſe from that holy Feaſt, thouſands 
there are that find no change, Burt there 
are in this two things to be confi- 
dered. 

One is, that the changes which are 
wrought upon our Souls are not after the 
manner of Nature, viſible, and ſenſible, 


and with obſervation, The Kingdom of 


God cometh not with obſervation * for it 
is within you, and is only diſcerned {pi- 
ritually, and produces its effe&ts by the 
method of Heaven, and is firſt apprehen- 
ded by Faith, and 'is endear'd by Cha- 
rity, and.at laſt is underſtood by holy and 
kind Experiences, And in this there is 


no more objection againſt Confirmation 


then againſt Baptiſm, -or the Lord's Sup- 
per; or-any other Miniſtery Evangelical, 

'The other thing is this: If we do'not 
find the effects of the Spitit in Confir- 
mation, it is our faults, For he is receiv'd 


by 
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by Moral inſtruments, and is intended . 


only as a Help to.our endeavours, to our 
© labouts and our prayers, to our conten- 


tions and our motrifications, eo our Faith 


and to our Hope, to our Patience and to 
our Charicy, Non adjuvari dicitar qu 
#ihil facit, He that does nothing cannot 
be ſaid to be help'd, Unleſs we in theſe 


inſtances doe our part of the: work, it - 


will be no wonder if we loſe his part of 
the co-operation and ſupervening bleſ- 
ſing, He that comes under the Biſho 
hands to receive the gilt of the Holy 
Ghoſt, will come with holy deſires and 
a longing Soul, wich an open hand and a 
prepared heart , he will purifie the Houſe 
of the Spirit for the encertainment of. {6 
Divine a gueſt z he will receive him 
with humility, and follow him with obe- 
dience, and delight him wich purities: 
and he that does thus, ler him make the 
objeCtion if he can, and tell me, Does 
he ſay that Feſus is the Lord ? He can- 
not {zy this but by the OR Does 
he love his Brothers If he does, then 
the a of God abides in him, Is Fe> 
ſ=« Cluiſt formed ia hum & Dug by five 
x y 
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þ by che laws of che Spiriz? Does he obey 
his commands 2. Does he attend his mo- 
tions £ Hath he no earneſt deſires to ſerve 
God 7 If he have nor, then in yain hath 
he receiv'd either Baptiſm or Confirma» 
tion, Buc if he have, ir is certain that of 
himſelf he cannoc doe theſe things : he 
cannot of himſelf think a good ke 
Does he therefore think well? That is 
from the Holy Spirit of God, . 

To conclude this inquiry : The Holy 1Corrny. 
Ghoſt is promiſed to all men to profit 
withall;, that's plain. in Scripture, Con- 
firmation, or Prayer and Impolition of 
the Biſhops hand, is the Solemfiity and 
Rite us'd in Scripture tor the convey-_ 
ing of that promiſe, and che effet is tele 
| inall the Sanctificacions and changes of 
the Soul ; and he chat denies theſe things 
hath noc Faith, nor the true notices of 
Keligion, 0r the ſpiri of Chriſtianicy, 

Hear whac the Scriptures yet further fay 

in this Myſtery, Now he which confir*, » Cor-u; 
meth or Cabliferk us with you in Chriſt, 2 * 
and hath anointed #3, is God: Who hath 

aj ſealtd ws, and given the earneſt of 

the Spirit in owr hearts, Here is ades . 
{cription 
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m_ of the - whole myſterious pact 
of this Rite, God is the Author 6t the - 
Grace: The Apoſtles and all Chriſtians 

are the ſuſcipients , and receihe- this 

Grace: by this Grace we are adopted and 
mcorporated into : Chriſt : God hath. 
anointed us; that is, he hath-given' us 
this Unction from above, . he hath ſealed 

ws by his Spirit, made us his own, bored 

our ears through, made us free by his 
perpetual ſervice, and hath done all theſe 

things 'in token of a greater; he hath 

iven us his Spirit to teſtifie to us that 

will give us of his glory. Theſe words 

of S. Panl, beſides Tk they evidently 

conrain in-them the ſpiritual part of this 

Ricual, are alſo expounded of the Rite 
and Sacramental it {elf by S. Chryſoſtom, 
Theodoret and Theophylad?, that I may 

name no more, For in this Myſtery 
Chriftos nos efficit, & miſericordiam 

, Dei nebis annunciat per Spiritum San- 
gee Fum, faid'S, Fohn Damaſcen, he makes 

ide, c.10+ | | 

us his 2nointed ones, and by the Holy 

Spirit he declares his eternal mercy to- 
wards us, Nolite tangere Chriſtos meos, 

Touch not mine anointed ones, = 
when 
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| when we haye this Signature of the Lord 


upon us, -the Devils cannot come near 
to. hurt us, unleſs we conſent to their 
temprations, and drive the Holy Spirit of 
the Lord from us, | 
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Of Preparation to Confirmation, 


and the Circumſtances of Recei- 
vVing tt. 


| FF Confirmation have ſuch gracious 


effets, why do. we Confirm little 
Children, whom in all reaſon we cannot 
ſuppoſe to be capable and receptive of 
ſuch Graces £ It will be no anſwer to 
this, if we ſay, That this very queſtion 
is asked concerning the Baptiſm of In- 
fants, to which as great effects are con- 


ſequent, even Pardon of- all our fins, 


and the New birth and Regengation of 
the Soul unto Chriſt : Eor in thele things 
the Soul is wholly paffive, and nothing 
is required of the gs rage but that he 
put.in ne bar-againſt the Grace, w_OO 

| K I 
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becauſe Infancs cannot doe, .they ate ca- 
pable of Baptiſm, bur it follows not that 
therefote they are capable of Cohfirma- 
tion, becauſe this does ſuppoſe then ſuch 
as to need new afſiſtances, and is'a new 
profeſſion, and a perſonal undertaking, 


and therefore requires perſonal abilities, 


and cannot bedone by others, as in the 
caſe of Baptiſm, The Aids given in Con- 
firmation are in order to our. contention 
and our danger, our temptation and {p1- 
ritual warfare z and therefore .it will not 
ſeem equally reaſonable to Confirm 
Children as to Baptize them, [1 
To this I anſwer, That in the Primi- 


tive Church Confirmation was nſually 


 aadminiſtred at the ſame time with Ba- 
=. ptiſm; for we find many Records, that 
vert; * pe When the Office of Baptilin was finiſhed, 
Eccleſ, Hi- and the baptized perſon deveſted of the 
erg white -Robe, the perſon was carried 
ic. i- again to the Biſhop to be Confirmed,as I 
; ſpan. Ordo have y ſhewn out of * Dionyſus and 
Fo Fon<9-© divers Others, The reaſons why anci- 

ri s.Paſch, ently they were miniſtred immediarel 
40%; after one another is, not onely becauſe 
$c.61g9, te moſt of them that were Baptized 
5c ; were 
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were of: years toichuſe\ their Religion, 
axd did. ſe, and therefore were capable of 
all that: conid be conſequent to Bapciſm, 
or annexed to it, or 'miniſtred with ir, 
and thetefore were alſo -at ihe ſame time 
Communicated as well a Confirmed, 
but alſo becauſe the ſolemn 'Baptiſms 
were at ſolemn times of tlie year, at Z4- 
fer. onely and Whitſuntide, and anely 
in the Cathedral or: Biſhop's Church un 
the chief City, whither when che Ca- 
rechumens came, and had the opportu- 
nity of the Biſhop's preſence, they took 
the advantage ut Sacramento utroque re> 
uaſcartur, as. S. Cyprian's pov” 564 is, 
that they might be regenerared by both 
the Myſteries, and they alſo had the third 
added, vis, the Holy Euchariſt, '! | 

This ſimuleaneous miviſtration hath 
occalioned fome few of late to miſtake 
Confirmation for a.part of Baptiſin, but 
no diſtin Rite, or of diſtin effect ; 
fave onely that it gave ornament ar 
complemetit or pertection to the other, 
Bur chis is mfinitely confured by che ve- 
ry - firſt miniſtery of Confirmaties in the 
world : For there was 2 En 
K 2  be« 
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between'S. Ph:lzp's Baptizing: and the 
les Confirming- the. Samaritans, 
where alſo the difference is made -wider 
by the: diſtin&ion 'of . the Miniſter z a 
Deacon did' one, none bur an Apoſtle 
and his Succeffor a Biſhop'could doe the 
other: and this being of ſo-univerſal a 
—_ and Doctrine in = ge rang ; 

Church; ic is a great wonder that an 
Learned men could ſuffer an errour 4 
fo apparent a caſe, It is alſo clear intwo 
other great remarks of the practice of the 
Primitive Church, The one is of them 
who were Baptized in their ſickneſs, the 
0! Gy row mMegAcauBarn, x £m 
avagvles, when they recovered: they 
were commanded to addreſs. themſelves 
to the Biſhop to a" hog fr 
pears 'in the XXXVIII, Canon of: the 
Council of El/ibers,, and the XLVI. 
Canon of the Council of Laodicea, which 
T have before cited upon other.occaſions : 
The other is, that of Hereticks returning 
to the Church, who were Confirmed 
— long after Baptiſm, bur after 
ir Apoſtaſy and their Converſion, -. 
For although Epiſcopal Confirmation 
was 
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was the inlargement. of Baptiſmaligrace, 
and commonly adminiſtred:theſame cy 
"E 


yet it was done-by interpoſition" of 
ſtint Ceremonies; and nor- immediately 
in time,- Honorius Auguſtodunenſis cells, [4 FO 
Thar when the Baptized on the” eighth 5cþ01. ad 

y had laid aſide their Mitres, ori proper #” Ec. 

it ufed-in Baptiſm, then they: were 

uſually Confirmed, : or configned: with 
Chriſm in the Fore-head by the Biſhop, 
And when chuldren were: Baptized.irre- 
gularly, or beſides the ordinary. way;'in 
Villages, and places diftant from'the- Bi- 
ſhop, Confirmation was deferr'd; faid 
Darandus, . And itis certain,” thatithis 
affair did nor laſt long without variety : 
Sometimes they miniſtred both / toge- 
ther; ſometimes ar greater, ſometimes 
at lefſer diſtances; and:it was'left in- 
different in the Church 'ro dee the one 


or the other, or the- third, accordingito 
the opportunity and the diſcretion of the 
Biſhop; | : 


k Bur _—_—_ in the _—_ and "4 
cending Ages it grew'to be a queſtion; 
not whether it _— lawiul-or nog; bur 
which were better , To Confirm Infants, 
K 3 if 


or.to-ſtay to their Childhood, or to oy 
1per yeats.. Aqnizas, :Bonaventere 

Confirmed in their: Infancy, quia; dolus 
20% «ft; nec obitems ponuns, they are then 
withour- craft, and cannot hinder thede> 
ſcene: of che Holy Ghoſt upot' chem, 
And.indeed it is: moſt agreeable with the 
Primitive ce, thatif chey were Ba- 


pw fancy, chey ſhould. then alſo 
Confirmed , according to. that'of the 
famous Epiſtle of Afeichizdes tothe Bi- 
ſhaps bt Spain, Its romjantts. ſunt hes 
dns. Satramenta, ut' ab invicen,  nift 
monte pr eveniente,non poſoint- ſeparari, 
&, naws fine alterp:vite; perfict non po- 
ch, : Where alrhongh he expreſly-af- 

reas; the Rites to be two, yer it 
beiinickſes ofineceflity they are not to 
be ſevered, and one: without:che: other 
is:novperied ;\ which, ;n the ſenſe fore 
mirly mentioned, is truc, and fo to be 
underſtood, That to h1m who js Baptized 
ava 's; not Confirmed ſomething iwery 
confiterable is wantzne, and therefore 
vhvy oaght to be juyned, though not im+' 
mediatd/y, yet dv egrus, CE 
0 | reaſo- 
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reaſonable pccaftens. and accidental gau- 
ſes... Bur. in this there guſt needs be. a 
liberry in che Church,- aot onely for the 
former..reaſons, but alſo becauſe the A- 
paltles themſelves were not Confitmed 
till after: they. had received the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, do pf nn 
. Others: therefore fay,. That to.Con- 
firm. them of Riper years is with mote 
edification: © The confeſſion of: Faith is 
more - voluntary, the election is wiſer, 
the ſubmiſſion to Chriſt's diſcipline -is 


more acceptable, and they have more 


needy.and can make better uſe' of their 
ſtrengehs chen derived by the Holy. Spi- 
rix of. God upan them: and to this put- 
paſe it is. .commanded_ + in the -Canon 
Law,that they who are confirmed ſhould 


be perfe@e etats,, of tull age; upon 


forte dubdecim annorum, Twelve years 
_ old ws a full age, becauſe at thoſe years 
they might then be admitted to the lawer 

ſerviges-1w the Charch, "But the reaſon 
-1ntizaated and implied by the Canon'is, 
becauſe of the Preparation to it; They 

muſt come Faſting, and. they muſt make 
| K 4 publick 
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crat,dift.5, 


whuch the Gloſs {aies, Perfettam OC ag 5.ur x1uni. 
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publick Confeſsion of their Faith, And 
indeed that they ſhould doe fo is mat- 
ter of great edificarion, as alſo are the ad- 


vantages of choice, and other prepara- 


tory abilities and diſpoſitions aboye- 
mentioned, They are matter of edifica- 
tion, I ſay, when-they are done; but 
then the delaying of them ſo long before 
they be done, and the wanting the aids 


. of the Holy Ghoſt conveyed in that Mi- 


A. Þ. 967. 


niftery, are very prejudicial, and ate not 


matter of edification, 

Bur therefore -there is a third way, 
which the Church of England ant 7re- 
land follows, and that is, that after In- 
fancy, but yet before they underſtand _ 


too much of Sin, and when they can 


competently underſtand the Fundamen- 


rals of Religion, then ic is good to bring 
them tobe Confirmed, that the'Spirit of 


'God may prevent their yourhſul - ſins, 
and'Chriſt by his Word and by his Spi- 


ritmay enter and take poſſeſſion -at the 


ſame time, And thus it was in the 
Church of Enzland | 


fince provided 


and commanded by the Laws of King 
Edgar, cap, 15, ut nullus ab Epiſcopo 
I CON: 


eonfirmari diu-nimium — That 
none ſhould 'too long" put off his beir 
beſt 'ex| y the perpetual praQti 
wa Sow bet Nils i hve by Ca- 
rechiſm and comprtent inſtruttivn the 
were prepared, it ſhould not be deferred 
If ir have been omitted, (as of late years 
it hath been roo:much) as we'doe in Ba- 
ptiſn; ſo in this alſo, it may be caken-at 
any -age, even after they have received 
the Lord's Supper ; as I obſerved'be- 
fore- in the Praftice and Example of 'the 
Apoſtles themſelves, which in” this is 
an abundant warrant ; Bur ſtill the foo- 
ner-the beter, I mean, after that Reaſon 
begins todawn:*'but ever it muſt bera- 
ken care of, that the Parents-and God- 
fathers, che Miniſters and Maſters* ſee 
that the Children be catechiſed and well 
inſtructed in the Fundamentals of their 
| Religion, oy pc) < 
| For this is the neceſſary preparation 
to' the moſt adyantageous reception of 
this Holy: Miniſtety,  1# Ecclefizs potiſ- 
ſimilm Latinis non niſi adultiore etate 
pucros admitti videmns, vel hanc certt 


0b 


F 
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ou. 4 Difewfe 
ut Parentibss, Suſcet torrbus 
&. J 23-4104 ata Prefettis occalio;« detur 
pueros.de Fide, Juan in Baptiſona pro- 
. ft ad a as itueudi & ad- 


þ Serm. 116+ 
- + #n rams 

*  Palmarum. | 
; | Delib, Ec- ardus Lovanicnſes, and Mz, Cat VB, 
= 
| C,6. 


' IacheT 


on S. Anſfix, Welgrida $rrabos R#- 


For this was ever the practice af the 
Prinutive.Church,, to-be infinitely care- 
ful.of Gatechizing thoſe who, came. and 
defiredto be admitted to this holy Rite z 
they, ſed Exorciſms. or Catechilms to 
prepare them to. and 0s in 

Þ Laid ,Exoraſms or Catechiſm, 
y:were the ſame thing ; (if the no- 


ES new, yet-I x more: willingly 


it, not. onglyea, free the Er 


ern © Epos, 
ward) or. caſting, of, the Devil que: of 
innocent Chil ue alſo to remon- 
ſtrate-the perpetual. of Catechi- 


Zing 


ander. 
apr 


aa. i ay £A wv 
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zing Children in the eldeſt ard beſt times 
of the Church, Thas the Greek Scholi- 


aſt upon Hrmenopidlys renders the word = 


ipopaicic by xampyTmzs, the Primitive 
Exorciſt was the Catechift - And Ralfa- 
2x. upon the 26 Canon of the Council 
of Laodlicea ſaies, tharto Exorcizeisno» 
_ thing but-ro Carechize the unbelievers, 
Tis nidyoiper epopxitier, Turbgi' xam- 
oy Eiv amps, Some wndertook to Exar-. 
cizt, that is,-(faies he}. to Caterbize the 
unbelievers > And'Si Cyril, in his Pres 
face to his Catechiſins, ſpeaking to the 
Illuminati, Feſtinent({acs he) pedes tus 
ad Careche es audiendas, Exureiſmos 
ſtudios ſuſcipe, 8c, Let your feet run 
haſtily ts hear the Catorhiſms, Yadoayy 
receive the 'B xorcifms,” alt 'f 

beeft already rrſpired | and exarcigudt; 
that'is, a/though you have been'already 
inſtruttid in the Myſttrces, yet fill pro- 
ceed- For without Exorciſms (or Cate- 
chiſnis) the - Sou: cannot goe- vera. 
finer they are Divine' and gathered oat 
of the Scriptures, And the reaſon why 
theſe were called Exorciſms he: addes x 
[ Becauſe when the 'Bxorciſts or Cate- 
. chifts 
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 chifts |by the. Spirit of 'God produce fear 
pr..rby aan and na the & 
Yit as in furnace, the Devil flies away, 
and Salvation and hope of Life Eternal 
does ſucceed :] go = ee that .of the 
Luke4-32 Evangeliſt concerning Chriſt, They were 
 «ftaniſhed at his 'Dottrine, for hw\word 
was /with power ; and (that of 'S, Lake 

_ 13- concerning Paul and Barnabas, The De- 
: puty, \when he ſaw what was done, was 
nifhed at the. Dottrine , ng Lord. 

tis the Lord's Doctrine that hath the 

power to:caſt out:Devils-and work Mi- 
racles, Catechiſms-ate the. beſt Exor- 

cilms, [. Let «s therefore, Brethren,abide 

inhope, and perſevere in Catethizings 

(Gich' $: Cyril) although they. be long 

and produced with. many words or- dil- 

i, courſes, ] The ſame. alſo we. finde in 
Baptiſm $.*.Gregory Naziansen, and $," Auſtin, 
b In Pſa, The uſe that I make of thisnotion is 
63, principally, to be an exhortation to all 
of the Clergy, that they take' great care 
to-Cacechize all.their people, to bring 
up Children in the nurture and admoni- | 
tion.of the Lord, to prepare a holy ſeed 
for the (ervice of God, to cultivate the 
young 


of Confirmation. 
plants and to drefs the old ones 
| #0 that: thoſe who are: mew; in 
the World -be not mere Babes and un- 
| inſtructed in Chriſt, and that they who 
are [children in age may be wiſe. unto 
Salvation: for Wy ' this. means we ſhall 
reſcue them from early temptations, 
when being ſo prepared they are (6 aſfiſt- 


ed by a Divine Miniſtery, we ſhall. 


weaken the Devil's power, by which 
he too often and too much prevails u 
on uninſtructed and unconfirmed You 
For wwegr * Befaiwos opgroyias, Con- 
firmation is the firmament of our m_—_ 
fron ;, but weprofeſs nothing till we 
Catechized, Cerechiningy are our beſt 
Preachings, and by them: we ſhall give 
the beſt accounts of our charges, whi 
in the behalf of Chriſt we make Diſa- 
ples, and take prepoſſeſſion of Infant- 
underſtandings, and by this holy Rite, 
by Prayer and Impoſition of hands we 
miniſter the Holy Spirit cothem, and{o 
. prevent: and diſable the arrifices of the 
Devilz for we are nt ignorant of” his 
devices, how he enters as ſoon as he can, 
and taking advantage of their prom 
at 
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De exter=» 
minat. 
$chiſm, 


ber ofa fin; ler the Principles which 
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and:cheir paſhon,ſears himſelf fo ft 
——_ heads, 1», "only 


 -1Tarpins ejititur quan n0u aduiiititar 


$36 s, Ws * + (PIES SIE: 
Ir is to caſt the” Devil 'oue then 
to :keep him out, 'Heſſce ie is that the 
Youth are ſo corrupted 'in their Man- 
sS, o Devilyh in 'their Natures, 'fo 
__ in their OILY ; ſo diſobe- 
ent to Parents, 10 w ven to va- 
Airy and idlenels,; chey Au to fwear 
betore they can-pray, and to lie as ſoon 
as. they can ſpeak... It is not: my: ſenſe 
alone, but was ſince obſerved by 
Gerſon and Gulielmus Parifienſss, Pro- 
prer ceſſationem Confirmatiouis tepiditas 
grandior oft in fidelibns, o& fidet wr ear 
feoxe; Theres a coldneſs and 
inReligion, and it proceeds from the 
negle& of Confirmation rightly mini- 
ſtred,8 after due preparations and _ 
ficions, A. little i Vaogiar filaChild's 
bead : Teach themto fay their Prayers, 
tell chem the ſtories of the Life and Death 
of Chriſt; cauſe chem to love the ho] 
»s with their firſt love, make them 


God 


Guides of Souls would have = 
| holy, let them teach Holineſs to hi 
Chiſdien, and then they will (at leaſt) 
havea new generation unto God, better 
chen-tchis wherein: we now live, They 
who are moſt zealous 'in this particular 
will-with moſt comfore reap the fruit of 
cheir Labours, and the bleſſing $ of their 
Maniſtery ; and b y the mans which 
every Curate preſents to his Biſhop fit- 
ed f tor Confirmation, he will in propor- 


| tion render an account of his ard- 


with-ſome viſible felicity, And ler 
it be remembred, that in. the laſt Ru- 
brick of che Office of Confirmatign in 
our erm; it is made into a Law, that 
be admitted to the m__ yy 

err antil ſuch time as he c 
the Catechiſm, and be Confirmed : Hg 
was alſo a Law and Cuſtom 'in the Pri- 
mitive Church, as: appears in $, = 
| | :265 


« he. x, ” ; RE " FR EE ATVY s a 
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ſors. us Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, mono 


matcer-of Fac is notorious, | 
Helwetians they are forbidden to cont- 
tra&t Marriages before they are well-in- 
ſtruced-in the Catechiſm: And ina late 
Synod at Bowrges; the Curates are com- 
manded to threaten all that are nor Con- 
firmed, that they ſhall never receive the 
Lord's Supper, nor be married, And in 
effect the ſame is of force in our Church: 
For the Married perfons being to receive 
the Sacrament at- their Marriage, and 
none; 2re to receive: but thoſe that are 
Confirmed, the fame Law obtains with 
us as with the Helverians or the Syno- 


* 


dus Bituricenſis, } if 
There is another little inquiry which I 
am not willing to omit ;, but the anſwer 
will. not be long, becauſe there is not 
much to be {aid on either fide, Some in- 
quire whether the Holy Rite of Confir- 
mation can be miniſtred any more then 
once, 'S, Auſtin ſeems to be of opinion 
that ic may be repeated,.\/Quid enimalind 
eft Impoſitio manyum-nift oratia ſuper 
ominem?\ Confirmation is 2:folemn 
prayer over a man z and if fo, why .it may 


not 


not be.reicerated can-have nothing in-the 
nature of the thing ; and the Greeks doe 
i frequently, but they have no warranty 
fromthe Scripture; nor from any of their 
own ancient Doors, Indeed whetany 
_ didreturn from Hereſie, they | 
| them, as I have proved out of the firſt 
and ſecond Council of Arles, the Coun- 
cil of:Laodices, and the ſecond Council 
e thing, I aid ſo onely to. 
ſuch who did not allow of Confirmatioa 
in their Se&s, ſuch as the Novatiens and 
the Dowatifks, Navatiani panitentian 
8 ſno convents arcent penitus, & its 
qui ab *pþ tinguntur ſacrum Chriſma 
non prabent, Buecirca qui ex hac He- 
reſi corpori Eccleſie conjungunter bene- 


ditti Patres ung: juſſerunt : {0 Theodo- Lib. He 
ret, For that reaſon onely the Novatians !** Fab. 


were tobe Confirmed upon their Con- 
 verſight; becauſe they hadir not before, 
I find alfo they did confirm the conver- 
ted Arrians,; but: the, reaſon is givenin 
the- firſt Council of Arles, quia proprii 
lege wtuntur, they had a way of their 
own; that is, as the: Gloſs faith n_ 
| | L the 


or \ I 
end” 26 
> 4a 
” . 

b 


1:46 | 4 Dieagy 
Goes, de 4rrianis conſecres dif. q, 
their Bapriſin was nor. in the name of che 


ing:'nuJl, 
als fare as chey bud, the Confirmed 

| The dame alſo is rhecaſe of the 
Bowuſraci i in the (econd Conncil ef 4>les, 
though they were (asſome of the47riavs 
alſo were) Baptized in the name "ofcthe 
none eas rinicy; buc it wata ſuſpeRted 
marcer;.and therefore | they [Contirmed 
them But co ſuchperſons {ind bay 


right and Confirmed 

tl ren 4t; -udpyIGs'</y/ ry 

Cyril. Hic- opengits Hulu fy <reGahettor, rhe: gift fi 

_ » Pro- the _— 5s att iadeleble te SL Cave 

C#tEec S; Eynzl ; PIT. ipres''S, B, calls ir, 
it is vat er a, * who did” re-ba- 
ptize, did alſo _ frm, Buc a6\itwas 
anerror in $, Cypriae and the \ Africans 
te doe the firft, {9 was the fecond allo, 
in cafe. they had _ its for 1 find ng 
mention — they did the lat- 
ter- bux upon the  fore-mentioned. ac: | 

eounts; and either upon fition of 


BESS = a of Con- 


firmation 
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firmirion nh their HoeticalConveitials; 
Bur the: 


repetition: of -Condireriation i 
exprefly: forbidden by >d Comncil: of- 
Tarracow; vap.6. md by P. Of teny the: 4rd Gin 
Second: Jad. fabitunb Chraſmd CONWAY Colfecru, © 
 & alt@&i hone propter Canſdcormontedy' dif. s. cap 
(que per Epiſcopos tantum FP TITS gies "y | 
cOnfebends ſunt) OVER Wok F00ubPATId De ho- 
eps mine; 
* Orders (which #86 once T6 


letan, 9, 


19Þs Hone) can” REVEr" "ah 


thoſe. ſevere © peo of'- $ A ns. 
ſpoken'df ont Age on Fen Db?" 
% le fn nt ar al ard} Ca ene 
E ca Heb.6.6. 
v3 Mani; the miniftety 
br n add: Confliniheion cati fever 
berepeared Fo ChiiRitins chart fiti afref 
_ gr mmrm tp thers is onely lefr 4 
uWgifciming, that they: ariſe 
$e#, and (bir x up"the Grages of 
he © Holy Ghoſt, Bvety. mat{'6ugHt"to 


beret arke de tet grivoe the' Holy 
SPivid; buvif he does: yet let tnt thob 
forneh: bits; Gr thatis ſpas caſe; 


L 3: naar 


4c; hor; 

. "-vaarle + prraxiuyr' The Holy-Spi- 

rig is the gr wm ru 
Life; onely keep the Keeper, take care 
that the.Spuit of God do not depart from . 
you: tor the great Miniſtery of the Spi- 
rit is but once ; -for as Baptiſm.is, \ſo is 


I'end.this Diſcourſe with a plain ex- 
hortation out of $, Ambroſe, upon thoſe 
words of S. Paul, He that confirmeth us 
with you in Chriſt s God; Repete- quia 
accepifts ſignaculum ſpirituale, ſpirttum 
ſaprentia & intelleis, ſpiritum conſ;- 
lit atque virtutis, ſpiritum cognitionis 
atque. pietatis, ſpiritum ſantt; timoris, 
& ſerv4qued accepiſfti. Signavit te Dews 
Pater, confirmavit teChriftms Dominas, 
Remember that thou (who.haſt been 
Confirmed) haſt receiy'd the. Spiritual 
Signature, the ſpiric of wiſdom-and un- 
derſtanding, the ſpiric of counſel and 
ſtrengch, che ſpirig of knowledge and 
godlinels, the ape of holy fear:. keep 
ther. hath ſeal'd thee, and Chriſt thy 
Lord hath confirmed thee by hs Divine 
$piric, and he will never Gegurt from 
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"Cultor Dei, memento 
'Te-fontis & lavacri 


Rorem ſubjiſſe Santtum, : _ 
Et Chriſmate* innotatum. "—_—y 


Remember how great-things: ye. have 
received,.and what. God hath. done for 
you: ye are of his Flock and his Mili 
$143. Ye are now te:fight his batrels, and 
therefore to put on-lits armour, and to 
| implore bis-auxiliaries; :and-ro make uſe 
of his ſtrengehs, and'ahvaies to be-0n- 
his.ſide againſt all. his. and all'our Ene- 
mies,.. Bat he- that. defires Grace muſt 
not deſpiſe 40 make\ uſe of all the inſtru- 
mens of Grace, For:chough God com- 
mugicares his inviſihle Spirit ro-you, yer 
that, he 55 pleas '4'to doe it by viſeble in- 
frames is more then be needs, but 
| not wore then weeds; need, And there- 
fore ſince, God deſcends ro our infirmi- 


ries 5:6 crept ond. lovingly d- 
drels' our {elyes: t& at "—A—— inances: thar 
yo” = 
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be 40, WV ater, * y-and 
| ow, — con- 
e 
| Holy Ghoſt. (wb _ Chriſtiane mi- 
Fel by ff Prayet-.and Impolition of 
the Biſhops hands, whom our Lord Fe- 
ſus hah ſeparate this Migi ery. For 
| of you corroborate your felf by Baptiſm, 
| Orat. in (they ze the-words-o8 I, Gre FI} 
| Senffum ADL EW) _ chew co heed _ «0h -fu- 
2 Dary.bj''t cellent and fir 
7 ads jr 9m ty Nth 
the lent iou from above, (viz.in che Holy 
Rite 2 of:Confwmaticns) with the” Broly 
Gbofl a the Childvin of Iexel 4 with 
_— ons ov. the doo? pots inthe 
_ Siuht of tho death the oi of 
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